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  Wow here we are starting a new year already.
Einstein said that time is relative.  I do believe
that is true.  When we are young time seems to
move so slowly.  When we are older there is never
enough time to do what we need done?

   As I assume the role of our new Club president,
I would like to urge each and every one of us to
take a moment and thank those that came before
me.  Through their efforts and dedication we have
a great organization called the Southern Nevada
Gem and Mineral Society.

   I would like to use this forum to give a very
SPECIAL THANKS to all our recent volunteers.
Bruce Wingate has accepted the position as our

new Federation
Director.  Greg Cordes
P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n ,
Patricia Gril lett -
Hostess, Ron Antoku
- Refreshments,
Roger Olson -
Inventory, Charlotte
Robinson Shunshine,
Sharon Rogow, Simae
Sherrett and Carol Leo
- Show Committee,
and lastly Gary Belton
and Sharon Rogow as
Publicity.  Thank You.

   Let each and every
one of us make a New
Year’s Resolution to do
things in 2004 to
make this one of the
best years ever for our

club.  We have many new members (including
me) that enjoy our learning experiences of gems
and mineral.  Our longtime members have a
wealth of knowledge.  I am asking for those
members to create a short presentation to share
with our Club members.  With this sharing of
knowledge we will continue to have Rock hounds
for many more generations.  Thanks you all in
advance for your help with this project.

   In closing we have more opportunity for
members to share their time.   We have two very
important appointments needing filled.  They are
Special Events, Programs and raffle Chairmanship.
If you would like to participate please contact one
of the board members.
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Board Meeting Notes for January 2004
Priscilla Messenger, Secretary

DESERT OUTFITTERS, INC.
2101 S DECATUR BLVD. #6
LAS VEGAS, NV  89102
(702) 362-7177  FAX 362-2561
email www.desertoutfitters.com

ROCK TUMBLERS, ABRASIVES AND
POLISH KITS, ROCK PICKS, BOOKS,
MAPS, HIKING AND CAMPING GEAR,
METAL DETECTORS AND SUPPLIES.
DISCOUNT TO CLUB MEMBERS

LOCATED IN TRADER JOE’S PLAZA,
ONE BLOCK NORTH OF SAHARA ON
THE NW CORNER OF DECATUR AND
OBANNON.

The Board Meeting was called to order by President
David Rogers. There was no Treasurer’s Report as our
Treasurer, David Finch, was ill.

The President gave each Board member a copy of the
proposed budget. Final adjustments will be made in
February after the Membership List is compiled on January
31. The California Federation of Mineral Societies requires
a $6.00 fee for every member of our club. The shop
insurance is separate and has been paid for 2004. A
discussion was held on keeping the newsletter costs down.
At our General meeting in February , the members will be
asked if they have access to our website to receive the
newsletter and other documents like the new By-laws.

Frank Auerswald will look into having a florist who
will set up an account for us to handle funeral wreaths and
table flowers at our annual banquet. Wes Bryant has set
up an arrangement with Western Woods of St. George,
Utah to buy items for our Raffle and our proposed $5
wheel at upcoming shows.

A presentation from the Long-Range Goals Committee
was made on some of the options for investment of our
funds. Purchasing, renting or building a workshop were
investigated. A minimum monthly expenditure of $450 per
month would be required to pay the taxes, utilities, and
insurance on a 2500 square foot building. Further
investigation will be made into building on public land,
securing funds from philanthropic organizations like the Lied
or Barrick Trusts and getting donations of materials and/or
labor. Some or all of the $4,000 our present investment
earns could be earmarked to a Building Fund but then we
would need more volunteers for fundraisers to balance our
budget. The Committee will put their findings into a written
proposal to bring before the membership.

Perhaps our club members will volunteer to run the
Food Concession at the Heritage Museum Show in
October for 3 full days. Frank Auerswald was authorized
to tentatively ask Mona Howells to submit our club’s
application for this concession. Frank Auerswald will make
a presentation to the membership in February on this matter.
We must have enough volunteers committed to this project
before final club commitment. Some members will have
their own booths, and we need others to man the wheels

and the geode saw, etc. so we may not have members
enough to take on this concession.

The updated By-Laws will be presented for approval
by the membership in the next two months. We hope to
have a video presentation for our program in February.
Please see that Charlotte Robinson, our new Sunshine
Chair, has any information about members who are in need
of sunshine so that she can tell our membership at our
monthly meeting and in her column in our newsletter. It
was decided that we would have fewer raffle items of better
quality at our monthly raffles.

Don Casey has volunteered to teach a class on making
clocks from mineral slabs if the workshop can accomodate
such a class. President Dave Rogers requested that all Board
Members submit a list of persons qualified to help the
membership learn more about rocks and mineral
identification and making useful or decorative items from
them. We hope to feature one artist each month. Bruce
Wingate will give details of the February 21st field trip at
the February general meeting so members can sign up for
this trip.

There being no further business to transact, the Board
Meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM.
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Our Past
Submitted by Bruno and Phyllis Syzdek

20TH ANNIVERSARY DECEMBER 1987

             FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Time has come to bid adieu ('87)

This year has been just great-

Everyone working together

Has made our 20th year first rate.

Quartzsite was a sight to see,

If you haven’t - you should, I know;

The work parties developed talent and fun

Working together for a great, great show.

Keep up our fight for "multiple use,"

     Don't let them fence off what's free;

     The lawmakers have to know our views,

     That means letters from you and me.

     That special find is just over the hill,

     Take advantage of the trips your chairman plans;

     Watch your “Gem Time” for all the news

     Enjoy the campfires, the trips, the lands.

     A damp, damp tailgate goes to show

     We are not just fair-weather friends;

     Also we will gather on December 6
th

        To share a prayer, bread and shake hands.

A personal thanks to all,

                         Phyllis

GEM TIME

The December1987 issue of Gem TimeThe December1987 issue of Gem Time Bulletin of the Las Vegas Gem Club

was dedicated by the club to their 20was dedicated by the club to their 20th anniversary.

Due to the length of their history, it will be presented in several issues of thell be presented in several issues of the

Polished Slab.

This month we start with President Phyllis Reis  message and page one.

Phyllis and Bruno Syzdeck,Phyllis and Bruno Syzdeck, Historians
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Board Meeting

Class Schedule

February Birthdays

Club Meeting

Monday: 12 to 4, and 6 until 9
Tuesday: 12 until 4
Wednesday: 12 to 4, and 6 until 9
Saturday:  By appointment. Call 459-8747 to schedule.

Shop Schedule

Instructors
Cabochons: Ed Rupprecht 459-8747
Faceting: Art Lory 648-3816
Wirewrapping: Jaen Rupprecht 459-8747
Beading: Jaen Rupprecht 459-8747, Maxine

  Riggs 431-4523

Silver Smithing:  Mona Howells 645-3587
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Our first meeting of the new year was presided over
by President David Rogers. He led us in the Pledge of
Allegiance and we all greeted our neighbors. The new Board
of our club was introduced . Other volunteer posts were
filled: Greg Cordes, Parliamentarian; Bruce Wingate,
California Federation of Mineral Societies representative;
Patricia Grillett, Hostess; Ron Antoku, Refreshments; Roger
Olson, Inventory; Charlotte Robinson, Sunshine; Sharon
Rogow, Simae Sherrett and Carol Leo, Show Committee;
and Gary Belton and Sharon Rogow, Publicity. Please call
a Board member if you could help as Program Chair, Raffles
Chair or Special Events coordinator this year.

The Minutes of the November General Meeting and
the November and December Board Minutes will be
published in the January newsletter. David Finch gave the
Treasurer’s Report. Approximately $800 was made by our
club at the December Gem and Mineral Show at Cashman
Field. Look for more details on the Show by 2003 Show
Chair, Glenn Beye in the January newsletter, “The Polished
Slab”.

Please call Evelyn Calloway at 897-0271 if you have
an interest in several torches and a powerful buffing machine
that she can no longer use in her silversmithing hobby.
Librarian Ainsworth brings many books, etc. to each
monthly meeting to loan out to members. Please take a
minute at our Refreshment Break to investigate these
resources.

Bruce Wingate, Field Trip Chair, announced that the
dates of the field trips in the first 6 months of this year will
be in the January newsletter. On all field trips members
should bring rock tools, a bucket for collecting specimens,
hiking boots, water, lunch, hat and sunscreen. Most trips
require 4-wheel drive vehicles but sometimes members with
such vehicles can take passengers. Diane Burgess reminded
everyone to check the oil and tires of your vehicle before
each trip. New members should introduce themselves so
longtime members can help them on their early field trips.
The January field trip is on Saturday, January 17, leaving
at 8 AM from the parking lot of the Railroad Pass Casino
near Boulder City. The destination is Nelson, an old
goldmining town off Route 95 south. We will be collecting
chalcedony roses and fire agate. Extra caution will be

Minutes of the General Meeting of the Southern Nevada
Gem and Mineral Society for January 2004
Priscilla Messenger, Secretary

needed as this is quail -hunting season. Carolyn Edmonds
will see that Ellen  Reeves, who is our Website director,
updates field trip information. Please hold the third weekend
in April for our annual 3-day weekend trip to Burro Creek,
Arizona. The Saturday night potluck is always a club
highlight.

After our Refreshment Break, President Rogers
offered members a printout of the various gem and mineral
shows held each January at Quartzsite and Avi , Arizona.
Our club has a booth at Avi where members can sell their
goods tax-free . You give 10% of your profits to the club
for this privilege.

New members Wayne Barter, Jack and Maria
Manchaca, Jerry Rittesen, Harmon Herring, Lou
Rothstine, Tom Slaughter, Leslie Hoffman and Vicky Jones
were welcomed by President Rogers. Guests included Jim
Rodman, Carol Leo, John Swartz , George Swarthing,
and Alina Eng. January Attendance was 93 people.

Clare Breneman reported on the December Awards
Banquet at the California Hotel. The Chinese Auction at
the banquet made $487.00 to offset expenses.

The motion to reserve the California Hotel for
Saturday, December 11, 2004 from 12 noon to 4 PM
was made by Diane Burgess and seconded by Vice-
President, Larry Grillett. The motion passed.

There being no further business, our meeting was
adjourned at 8:55 PM.

A-TRADERS
INDIAN JEWELRY
COLLECTIBLES

TURTURTURTURTURQQQQQUOISEUOISEUOISEUOISEUOISE
==CHIEF====CHIEF====CHIEF====CHIEF====CHIEF==

 Telephone
(702) 383-6069

RobRobRobRobRob

1334 Las Vegas Blvd. So. * Las Vegas, Nevada



The Polished Slab, February 2004 Page  6

A-1 has special discounts for club
members. To get a discount, take in a
badge, a copy of the Polished Slab,
or some form of club membership id.

2570 SOUTH DECATUR

Letters

The Southern Nevada Gem and

Mineral Society would like to thank

Wilma Lavoie and Jean Bosman for

donating the lovely jewelry

Christmas tree, a lighted

decoration, for our raffle.

To show our appreciation, we would

like to ask our members to save any

broken odds and ends, single ear

rings, etc of jewelry for them.

Hopefully, they will become

members of our club.

Thank you

Donna Swartz

Mysterious Montana Agate Scenes
Seen by Microscope as Flaws

   It has always been a mystery how the peculiar
little scenes got inside a rock as hard as agate. It
is the claim of geologists that the spots were caused
by infinitely minute seams of fissures in the softer
parts of the rock being filled with metallic oxides
when the world was young.

   These oxides made four different colors that
form various combinations of color when blended
together, or appear in single colors in each rock.
The red color is oxide of iron. The black is oxide
of manganese. The green is oxide of copper. The
blue is oxide of nickel.

   This theory has been elaborated by the help of
high powered microscopes which show the
tracings of little canals so close the naked eye
could not detect it, but the oxides remained,
staining the rocks in wonderful designs. The fern-
like and branch effects of the trees, grass, and
shrubbery, smaller canals from a common center
and in addition to these canals, the rock became
flawed through shrinkage while passing through
a period of evaporation which, according to
scientists, has taken more than 3 million years to
reduce the stone to the hardness of 7 points on
the Mohs scale.

   These canals and flaws have been perfectly
healed by soft silicate formations of which the
stone is a part, and the evaporation has caused
the oxides to take on such forms as are seen on
the window after a frosty night.

   Technically, Montana agate is known as
“Dendrite” agate and the moss spots are called
Dendrites. It is the third hardest stone in the world,
and is cut only with a diamond saw. There can
never be two pieces alike even though cut from
the same stone.

(from Rock Writings, via Strata Gem 2/01, via
Golden Spike News, 3/01) up neatly in the
hollow.(Via Golden Spike News, 5/01)

Contributed by Dave Rogers
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Abbott Trophies
Plaques, TPlaques, TPlaques, TPlaques, TPlaques, Trrrrrophies, Signsophies, Signsophies, Signsophies, Signsophies, Signs

Name Badges,Acrylic AwardsName Badges,Acrylic AwardsName Badges,Acrylic AwardsName Badges,Acrylic AwardsName Badges,Acrylic Awards
For All OccasionsFor All OccasionsFor All OccasionsFor All OccasionsFor All Occasions

Custom Logos & Laser Engraving

953 E. Sahara Ave A-32  Las Vegas, NV  89104
Ph. (702) 735-4995      Fax 735-6199

E-mail: abotrophy@aol.com  website:  abbottrophies.com

Upcoming Field Trip Dates
and Destinations
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Bruce Wingate, Field Trip Chair

WE’VE EXPANDED!

NEVADA MINERAL & BOOK COMPANY

 Come visit our recently expanded store, over 2,300 sq. ft. of books and specimens.

BOOKS (NEW AND USED & RARE) MINERALS, FOSSILS,  DECORATOR ITEMS,
MAGAZINES, EDUCATIONAL KITS, MAPS, AND MINING EPHEMERA

 (STOCK CERTIFICATES, ETC.)

JUST PUBLISHED:  MINERALS OF NEVADA (The first comprehensive

 mineralogy ever done for Nevada!)

645 N. PUEBLO BLVD.
HENDERSON, NEVADA 89015

702-568-9977 (BOOKSTORE) 702-453-5718 (HOME OFFICE)
(In Marker Plaza, Off E. Lake Mead Drive, Approx. 2.5 miles East of Boulder Highway)

OPEN SATURDAY 10AM-5PM, SUNDAY 1PM-5PM
    OTHER TIMES BY APPOINTMENT
(We hope to expand our hours next spring to 6 days a week)
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Quartz’ Compositional Common Twin—
The Semiprecious Silica Mineral, Agate
Dave Rogers

Agate is a common semiprecious silica mineral
that has long been used as a gem and ornamental.
Agate is the most common variety of chalcedony
which is a form of quartz. Agate is, in fact, identical
with quartz in composition and physical properties.
Composed of silicon dioxide (SiO2), it has a
hardness of 7, a glassy luster, a conchoidal fracture,
and a specific gravity of 2.60.

Most agates occur in cavities of eruptive rocks
or ancient lavas. These agates have a banded
structure, successive layers being approximately
parallel to the sides of the cavity. During
crystallization, the colored bands are not disturbed.
Varieties of agate are characterized by peculiarities
in the shape and color of the bands, which are seen
in sections cut at right angles to the layers.

Agate forms when gas bubbles trapped in
solidifying lava become filled with alkali and silica-
bearing waters, which coagulate into a gel. The
alkali attacks the iron in the surrounding lava, and
bands of the resulting iron hydroxide are created in
the gel, which loses water and crystallizes, leaving
the bands intact. Many agates, when cut in cross-
section, reveal striking forms.

In riband agate, the bands appear as straight
lines in cross section. Such agate, with white bands
alternating with bands of black, brown, or red, is
called onyx . A ring or eye agate has concentric
circular bands of different colors. A variety having
included matter of a green color, embedded in the
agate and disposed in filaments and other forms
suggestive of vegetable growth, is known as moss
agate.

Agate is found throughout the world. In the United
States it is produced in several western states:
Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Montana are the
chief sources of these gemstones.

According to ancient superstition, wearing agate
made one agreeable, persuasive, prudent yet bold.
It brought God’s favor and bestowed the power to
vanquish enemies and acquire riches. White agate
supposedly cured insomnia.

Rock Hound
Camp Host
DAV

 D.B. (DON) CASEY
Dependable and Extraordinar

3901 E. Stewart #127
Las Vegas, NV  89110-3155           (702) 453-3040

Rock Collection
20 years as past field trip chair person of
Las Vegas Gem Club. It’s time to share.
Will sell. Asking $1,500.00.
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Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society
P.O. Box 94744, Las Vegas NV  89193

HTTP://www.sngms.org
E-mail: admin@sngms.com

The Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society was organized to educate ourselves and the community
in the science and arts related to rocks, mineral, gems, fossils, and nature in general. Fostering an
understanding and appreciation of the physical world, we can use it and protect it for future generations.
We are incorporated for the purpose of promoting an active interest in Geology, Gemology and facilitate
an improvement in knowledge of the art of cutting, polishing, collecting and displaying gems. We began
in 1932, and became the Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society in 2003. The very first Polished
Slab was published in 1940 by Paul Mercer.

Officers - Board of Directors - Committee Chairmen

Club Gemstone: Turquoise

Club Colors: Turquoise and Silver

Club Logo: Arrowhead

Club Motto: Rocks-R Us

Annual Dues
Individual: $15.00
Family: $20.00
Club / Membership Name Badges are available at $10 each

Meetings: 7:00 PM the first Monday of each month at the Senior
Center 450 Bonanza at Las Vegas Boulevard Las Vegas, Nevada 702-
229-6454
Visitors are always welcome.
Please bring a friend or two.

Editors: Please send exchanges to: Polished Slab Editor P.O.
Box 94744 Las Vegas NV 89193
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"½5yb"¼4 egaP¼ 84$ 09$

"8yb"½5 egaP½ 09$ 071$

First month free for club members.
All ads are to be paid prior to publication.
Make checks payable to: SNGMS, P.O. Box 94744, Las
Vegas, NV  89193.
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