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OUR NEXT MEETING  
 

Monday, September  8th at 6pm.    
at the Senior Center on Bonanza Ave. 

   

If your birthday is in September,  

please donôt forget to bring some    

goodies for the refreshment table.  

E-mail - vegasbmw@hotmail.com 

FIELD TRIPS  

 

Sat. Aug. 16 - LAVIC     -  lace jasper  

Meet at the Shell Station at the Jean  

I -15 off ramp (west side) before 8AM  

Site is approx. 170 miles from Las Vegas  

weather is critical - check go  or no go status 

with Cliff Jackson  292 -7938  Aug. 14 th  or 15th  

 

Aug.30, 31 & Sept. 1  -   MANHATTON  
 

  BRING SUMMER & WINTER CLOTHES  
(camp elevation over 6,000 ft.) 

 

  DON'T FORGET TO GET GAS IN TONOPAH   

No caravan planned - follow map  

   Doris Currington  452 -3707 

 
(4W DRIVE MANDATORY FOR THESE FIELD TRIP S) 

(See page 7 for 2008 Schedule) 

Sincere Thanks 
    Losing my husband was  - and still is a very 
traumatic experience.  I wish to thank the 
Gem Club for the very thoughtful gift in Mark's 
memory.  It is a beautiful planter and I do 
treasure it. 
     Thank you also to all those who expressed 
their sympathies - either by mail or by phone.  
They helped tremendously and I have been 
able to go on with every day life. 
    Sincere thanks to the club and to all the 
membership for caring. 

  Clare M. Breneman       

  Thank you to those of you who attended our 
August meeting. New members, please be 
sure to visit our website for more information 
about the club.  
  A very big thank you to member Barb Egan 
for volunteering to take over as Awards Ban-
quet chair and accomplishing so much in a 
very short time. December 7th is the date and 
yes there is a conflict with the Intergem Bead 
Show. For those who were not at the meeting, 
the vote was a landslide in favor of the banquet 
on this date; with only 7 or 8 against it. This 
does NOT mean we can not do the show, as 
well; IF there are enough volunteers for the 
show. This will be discussed at a later meeting.  
  Donôt forget the newly formed jewelry making 
group. Call Lorna if you are interested and 
have not yet signed up.  
  My apologies for the delay in getting the pro-
gram started at the meeting; the remote for the 
DVD was not working and I could not access 
the correct track on the disc with the limited 
controls on the TV.  
  Our next meeting will be September 8 th  at    
6 PM. This is the SECOND Monday. (The first 
Monday is Labor Day and the senior center will 
be closed.) I hope to see all of you there.       
Be well.  

Regards, Jack Toogood  
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August Board Meeting  

Highlights 

GENERAL MEETING  

HIGHLIGHTS  

The meeting was called to order at 6:15PM.  Jack 
read the July minutes.  The motion to approve 
was made by Martha Wright, second by Lynn 
Manthy.  Sue Lofaro gave the Treasurerôs report.  
Anita Zell gave the Sunshine report.  The Newslet-
ter Editor, Gay Fyfe, reported that the E-mail 
newsletters are saving the club almost $350 a 
year and asked that all E-mail newsletter volun-
teers make sure to add her E-mail address to their 
address books.  Jack reminded everyone to let 
him know if they are not receiving the E-mail 
newsletters or information.  Show Chairman, 
Sharon Rogow, asked for input and ideas from 
members for the proposed October 2009 show.  
Wes Bryant announced beginning cabochon 
classes at the workshop, and provided a sign up 
sheet for scheduling.  Doris Currington gave a 
Field Trip report on the Goldfield trip.  Lorna Metz 
reported that First Friday made $90 for the club 
this month.  Lorna Metz also reported that the 
Jewelry Makers want to hold their first meeting the 
3rd week in August.  Barb Eagan reported that the 
Awards Banquet could be held Sunday, Decem-
ber 7th at American Legion Post #44 and catered 
by Skyline Catering with tickets at $10 per person 
to be available starting next month.  Larry Grillette 
moved to accept these arrangements.  Second by 
Martha Wright.  Motion carried. 
There was no OLD BUSINESS. 
NEW BUSINESS:  Sharon Rogow asked for vol-
unteers for a telephone tree to disseminate infor-
mation.  Plans for club participation in the Decem-
ber Intergem Show were held for later discussion 
due to a conflict with the Awards Banquet date. 
Refreshment break at 7:05PM.  The meeting re-
sumed at 7:25PM.  The program was a video on 
ñKinds of Rocksò.   
The meeting adjourned at 7:55PM. 

........submitted by Gay Fyfe , acting Secretary 

INTERGEM SHOW,  

AWARDS BANQUET CONFLICT  
 

 If you choose to participate in the December 
Intergem Show instead of attending the 
SNGMS Awards Banquet on December 7

th
, 

please contact Sharon Rogow at 499-0272 or 
sharonrr@cox.net. 

The meeting was called to order at 5:35PM. 
Members present were Jack Toogood Presi-
dent, Sharon Rogow Vice President, Sue Lo-
faro Treasurer, Clare Breneman Secretary, 
Board members:  Bob Lofaro, Erica Hamilton 
and Frank Auerswald.  Absent was Glenn 
Beye.  
OLD BUSINESS:  Electric bill for the work-
shop; Sharon will handle getting adjustment 
with landlord. Heritage Museum show dis-
cussed again. $24,000 is too much to spend.  
Cashman field suggested as a possible venue 
for a show as Henderson Convention center is 
too expensive.  Old bill from last yearôs ban-
quet expenses to be paid.  Clare brought up 
the telephone committee and it was decided 
to reinstate this committee.  Sharon will help. 
NEW BUSINESS:  Sharon suggested we sell 
supplies and findings at the workshop. She 
also proposed forming a buying committee for 
supplies.   Frank requested more money for 
silver and supplies.  Approved. It was sug-
gested that he keep a ledger of itemized sales 
and expenses. Meeting adjourned at 6:01PM. 

........submitted by Erica Hamilton , acting Secretary 

"The Best Places to Find Cash  
and Treasures"  

 

  Travel Channel's cable show "The Best 
Places to Find Cash and Treasures" brings 
the worlds of rockhounding, gold prospecting 
and other types of treasure seeking into the 
living rooms of the general public.   
  Viewers can log onto the "Cash and Treas-
ures" Web site, www.travelchannel.com/TV_  
Shows/Cash_and_Treasures, and find       
resources to help them plan their own treas-
ure-hunting trip.   
  Log onto http://cash-and-treasures-
wiki.travelchannel.com/ and check out the  
information.   
  This is a wonderful resource for the rock-
hounding community.  

............from www.rockngem.com 



  The "Jewelry Makers"  are plan-
ning to hold meetings two time 
each week, Monday and Tuesday, 

beginning the 3rd week of August.  The meetings 
will last 2½ to 3 hours. One hour will be dedicated 
to a demonstration. 
    Contact Lorna Metz 877-4258 to get on the 
contact list. 

Co-Chairpersons  
Lorna Metz     &     Sandy Cunningham 

AUGUST   2008  

Show Schedule 

THE POLISHED SLAB    

3  

AUGUST 

15-17--TEHACHAPI, CALIFORNIA: 4th an-

nual show, "Tehachapi Gem & Mineral Show"; 

Eonic Endeavor; Tehachapi Academy of Perform-

ing Arts, 48771 Valley Blvd., Fri. 8-7:30, Sat. 8-

7:30, Sun. 8-5:30; free admission 

22-24--SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA: Show, 

"Gem Faire"; Gem Faire Inc.; Scottish Rite Cen-

ter, 1895 Camino del Rio S; Fri. 12-7, Sat. 10-7, 

Sun. 10-5; $5 weekend pass 

29-31--SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA: 

Show, "Gem Faire"; Gem Faire Inc.; Earl Warren 

Showgrounds/Exhibit Hall, 3400 Calle Real; Fri. 

12-7, Sat. 10-7, Sun. 10-5; $5 weekend pass 

SEPTEMBER 

5-7--ONTARIO, CALIFORNIA: Show, "Gem 

Faire"; Gem Faire Inc.; Ontario Convention Cen-

ter/Exhibit Hall B, 2000 Convention Center Way; 

Fri. 12-7, Sat. 10-7, Sun. 10-5; $5 weekend pass 

6-7--SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA: Annual 

show; San Diego Lapidary Society; Bernardo 

Winery, 13330 Paseo Del Verano Norte; Sat. 10-

4, Sun 10-4; free admission 

13-14--DOWNEY, CALIFORNIA: Annual 

show; Delvers Gem & Mineral Society; Woman's 

Club of Downey, 9813 Paramount Blvd.; Sat. 10-

6, Sun. 10-4; free admission 

KIDS CLUB  -  Pebble Pups  

 

 Kids club meetings are held at my home at  

3740 Moss Ridge Court.  Call for directions.           

702-255-1647        .....éMary Beth Paladino 

OTHER SHOWS MAY BE FOUND ON THE  

ROCK & GEM WEBSITE 

LAS VEGAS ARTS DISTRICT 
FIRST FRIDAY 

 

September 5 th  
 

ƍ  Demonstrators must  contact Lorna  

ƍ Table space must be reserved.   

If you arrive without a reservation,  

you must bring your own table.  

ƍ  Everyone is responsible to supply  

     their own lighting.  

ƍ  Set-up at 5p.m.  
 

Volunteers for set-up, club fundraisers, and 
greeters needed. 

Call Lorna Metz, Chairman  877 -4258 

by  Anita Zell  

JEWELRY  MAKERS  

  I talked to Carri Holmes and she said the 
surgery went great and is doing fine.  She 
sounded great.  She intends to make it to the 
September meeting.  Good news Carri! 
  As far as I know, everyone that was hurting 
or sick is on the mend.  To any "secret 
sickies":  Get Well fast!  
  Happy September birthdays, and congrats to 
September anniversaries.  To anyone who 
experienced sadness in their family or friends 
circle, we hope things are better soon. 
  Remember:  A day without sunshine is like -- 
well, night. 

Pat & Tom Skeary 

Happy 52nd Anniversary 
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WELCOME   NEW   MEMBERS 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FROM SNGMS!                                                    
(If yours was missed we donõt have it on file) 

 

SEPTEMBER  

BIRTHDAYS 

AUGUST   
BIRTHSTONE 

PERIDOT 
(Magnesium iron silicate) 

 
  Gem-quality specimens of the mineral olivine 
are called peridot by gemologists. Peridot has 
an olive-or bottle green color that is due to the 
presence of iron, and a distinctive oily or 
greasy luster.  I has a high birefraction, so 
doubling of the back facets can easily be seen 
in larger specimens when viewed from the 
front.  Good-quality crystals are very rare. 
OCCURRENCE  Sources of period include St. 
John's Island (Egypt), China, Myanmar, Bra-
zil, Norway, the USA (Arizona and Hawaii), 
Australia, and South Africa. 

.......from "GEMSTONES" a Smithsonian Handbook 

Juanita Durham Martin McClellan 

Brady Nash Mark Naylor 

Sarah Naylor  

Paulina Awuah Crystal Best 

Scott Bolshazy Bruce Clark 

Mary Dapprich Phillip Dishler 

Claudia Fetcho Jim Gawura  

Samee Hartman Barbara Heim 

Cathie Hollins Fred Huelsmann 

Steve Ireland Virginia Johnson 

Marty Lange Sue Lofaro 

Jim Macklow Alora Mahler 

Gail Mayes Tom Mayes 

Joe Messina Bill Robinson 

Diane Rogers Mick Sprott 

Jeffrey Stitt Lucretia Waites 

Levi Wandtke  

SOUTHERN   NEVADA                     

ZOOLOGICAL - BOTANICAL 

PARK  

150 SPECIES ON 3 ACRES          

OPEN  9 - 5     7 DAYS A WEEK  

1775 N. Rancho Dr. Las Vegas, NV 89106  
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workshop schedule  
LOCATION:  1025 South Main Street  

(Use 1
st

 Street Entrance)  

CLASS SCHEDULE  
 

 CABOCHON CLASS -  $5.00 per class    CLASS FEE TO BE PAID IN ADVANCE  
Each class limited to 3   

The class fee includes:  Instruction, the use of the trim saw and one slab.  Costs for use of a Genie and 
other equipment will be a the prevailing member rate of $3.00 per hour and paid at the shop. 

 

CONTACT:   Wes Bryant    228-3331 
For class information 

 

SILVERSMITHING  -   $5.00 per class  
 

STARTING AGAIN IN SEPTEMBER  
 

TUESDAYS - 6 TO 9 P.M. & THURSDAY AFTERNOONS 
  

CONTACT:  Frank Auerswald 365-8306 
For location and space availability 

 

WIREWRAPPING  -  
 

Contact:  Sandy Cunningham   806-0816 
For class information 

E-mail  -  wrapsodylasvegas@cox.net 

ROC- KI N N FOS- LIN   
by Doris Currington 

TUESDAY, THURSDAY & SATURDAY 
1 to 9PM 

 

DEPENDING ON SUPERVISOR AVAILABILITY  
 

Contact    Wes Bryant 
Home - 228-3331     Cell - 285-7829 

 

TO VERIFY SCHEDULED DAYS 

Boulder Ave.  

Charleston Blvd.  

Our Shop  
1025 S. MAIN  
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Coolidge Ave. 
N  

NO EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 

THIS MONTH  

 

SPACE IS FREE TO ADVERTISE HERE 

For all club members.  Just  call Editor. 

 

AGATE  or  JASPER?  

     Lots of people ask me how to tell the dif-

ference between agate and jasper.  

     You can look down into translucent 

agate and see clouds, rings, lacy inclusions, 

concentric bands and rings.  

     Jasper is mostly opaque.  It is a little 

translucent.  It has much darker colors, 

with random patterns.  It is considered the 

"Bread and Butter" of our hobby.  It gets its 

colors from:  hematite - reddish, goethite - 

yellow/brown, and nickel - yellow.  



AUGUST   2008  

Barb Eagan 

(702) 759-9724 
barb@mycactusproperties.com 

Let me help you find terrific investments here in Las Vegas. 

With my 15 years of real estate investing experience, I can 

Show you how to pick up properties at big discounts and 

Help you get excellent financing at no cost to you! 

 

Liberty Realty  

NOW! is the time for great 

Real Estate investment opportunities! 

  Distressed Properties 

 Properties in Foreclosure 

 Bank Owned 

 Up or Down Sizing 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS   -   They help support us  

 JUNGLE
JUNGLE   BEADBEAD   

(current membership card required) 



AUGUST  2008  

JANUARY  

   1. 

FEBRUARY   15.  MARCH      CALLVILLE  

   16.      SIGHTS   TEMPSKI,  

         PALM WOOD SPEC.  

         TRACKS (PRE -HISTORIC)  

APRIL POTOSI/ GOODSPRINGS  

   5.       SIGHTS , SPECIMENS  

            FOSSILS - CUTTING  

                 16.       YERMO, CA  

                       CUTTING  - SIGHTS  

                             SPECIMENS  

   29.            UTE  

    SIGHTS ,  WOOD SPECIMENS  

    CUTTING  

   16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 
 

           BURRO CREEK, AZ  

       SPECIMENS  - CUTTING  

MAY    KINGSTONS  

   17.    SIGHTS  - SPECIMENS  

           CUTTING, FOSSILS  

JUNE    MUDDYS  

   8.    SIGHTS - SPECIMENS  

                CUTTING  

JULY     PARKS ONYX  

   12.        CUTTING  

AUGUST   BILL LEMMON    I - 15 N 

10.       CUTTING -  SPECIMENS  

   31.    MILE 16  

      SIGHTS  - FOSSILS  

      SPECIMENS, CUTTING  

      CLAIM  - ROADWORK  

   21.  22.  LUND, NV  

   SIGHTS  - SPECIMENS  

                CUTTING  

   19.     GOLDFIELD  

   20.     SIGHTS  - SPECIMENS,  

             FOSSILS - CUTTING  

  30.         MANHATTON  

  31.   SIGHTS - SPECIMENS  

                - CUTTING  

SEPTEMBER       MANHATTON  

   1.                               Cont.  

OCTOBER     TECOPA  

   11.   SIGHTS  - WOOD, FOSSILS,  

   12.   FIRE AGATE, HOT BATHS  

   EARTHQUAKE FAULT, DATES  

NOVEMBER      RIVERSIDE  

   8.     78 FT. KOHTA CIRCUS  

            PETRO PANEL, MICA  

                        SIGHTS  

DECEMBER  

             ROCK CLUB SHOW  

             CHRISTMAS PARTY  

   21.     SEARCHLIGHT  

   SIGHTS - PICTURE ROCK  

   DESERT ROSES?        

   SPECIMENS  

 

    26.     KOKOWEEF  

           SIGHTS - CUTTING  

   22. PABCO ONYX - BUTTERFLY  

               SIGHTS  - SPECIMENS  
 

GOOD HUNTING!  

 

AVI  

SH
O
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  S

IG
H
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SPECIMENS  

CUTTING - FOSSILS  

QUARTZSITE  

SHOP & SIGHTS  

SUBJECT TO CHANGE  

SOUTHERN NEVADA GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY      FIELD TRIPS for 2008  

Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society   P.O. Box 94744 Las Vegas, NV 89193 
Website:  www.sngms.com          E-mail:  sngmsweb@netscape.net 
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2008 Officers - Board of Directors - Committee Chairpersons  

    Elected Officer  Name  Phone       Elected Officer  Name  Phone  

    President  Jack Toogood 510-4192      Three Year Board  Bob Lofaro  614-4351 

    Vice President  Sharon Rogow 656-1144      Two Year Board  Frank Auerswald  365-8306 

    Secretary  Clare Breneman  452-0175      One Year Board  Glen Beye 354-9808 

    Treasurer  Sue Lofaro          614-4351      One Year Board  Erica Hamilton  325-9877 

    Field Trip Chair  Doris Currington  452-3707         

Volunteer Chairpersons:   Volunteer Chairpersons:  

    Awards Banquet  Barb Eagan  759-9724      Show Chairperson  Sharon Rogow 656-1144 

    Class Coordinator  Frank Auerswald  365-8306      Sunshine  Anita Zell  876-1189 

    Door Prizes  Mary Beth Paladino  255-1647      Webmaster/Liaison  Jack Toogood 510-4192 

    Federation Director         Zoo Display  Sandy Smith  290-2675 

    Financial  Planner  George Messenger 733-6578  Shop General Foreman  Wes Bryant  228-3331 

    First Friday  Lorna Metz  877-4258      Shop Supervisor  Howard Abrams  644-6960 

    Historians  Bruno & Phyllis Syzdek  876-3861      Shop Supervisor  Richard Fyfe  645-7553 

    Hospitality  Carri Holmes  499-3869      Shop Supervisor  Larry Grillett  656-0262 

    Newsletter Editor  Gay Fyfe  645-7553      Shop Supervisor  Mike Kisner  285-2032 

Mike Henry  

 

430-0473      Shop Supervisor  Mike Kirk  433-4146     Parliamentarian/  

    Sgt. At Arms  
    Shop Supervisor  Bob Lofaro  614-4351 

    Pebble  Pups Mary Beth Paladino  255-1647      Shop Supervisor  Lorna Metz  877-4258 

    Program Director  Mary Beth Paladino  255-1647      Shop Supervisor  Sharon Rogow 499-0272 

    Publicity  Erica Hamilton  325-9877      Shop Supervisor  Sandy Smith  290-2675 

    Refreshments  Susan Dobson 564-2373      Shop Supervisor    

FIELD TRIP CHAIRMAN  

DORIS CURRINGTON  

452-3707 

 
COMMITTEE PERSONS  

CLIFF JACKSON  

292-7938 
 

MICHAEL KIRK  

433-4146 

 

TRIPS START AT  

8 a.m.  

UNLESS EXCEPTIONS  

APPLY  
 

IF IT HAS RAINED 

WITHIN 24 hrs. OR RAIN 

IS PREDICTED FOR THE 

DAY  

or 

WIND IS MORE THAN  

 25 mph.  
 

NO TRIP !!!!!!  



The Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral Society is a non-profit corporation, organized to educate ourselves 
and the community in the science and arts related to rocks, minerals, gems, fossils, and nature in general.  
Fostering an understanding and appreciation of the physical world, we can use it and protect it for future gen-
erations.  We are incorporated for the purpose of promoting an interest in Geology, Gemology, the Lapidary 
arts and related fields.  We began in Las Vegas in 1932, and became the Southern Nevada Gem and Mineral 
Society in 2003 with the merger of the Las Vegas Gem Club and the Clark County Gem Collectors.  The first 
Polished Slab was published in 1940 by Paul Mercer. 

THE POLISHED SLAB IS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT WWW.SNGMS.COM  

Club Mascot: Rock Wren 

Club Gemstone: Turquoise  Club Logo: Faceted stone     

Colors: Turquoise & Silver   Club Motto: Rocks-R Us 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in: 

Rocks, Gems, Geology, Lapidary, Beads, Fossils, or 

Silversmithing 

Annual Dues - Individual:$20.00     Family: $30.00 

Club Name Badges available at $10.00 each. 

Meetings:  6:00 PM the first Monday of the month at the  

Senior Center at 451 Bonanza just west of Las Vegas Blvd. 

Downtown Las Vegas, Nevada. 702-229-6454 for location info. 

No meeting is held in December - Annual awards dinner 

Visitors are always welcome - Bring a friend or two . First month free for club members.  Ads must be paid prior 

to publication.  Make checks payable to Southern Nevada 

Gem and Mineral Society.  Mail to:  SNGMS/attn: Editor 

                                                         P.O. Box 94744 

       Las Vegas, NV 89193 

The Polished Slab  published monthly by the 

Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral Society, Inc. 

P.O. Box 94744 

Las Vegas, NV 89193 
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Polished Slab Advertising Rates  

Ad Size  Six Months  Yearly  

2ò x 3.5ò Business Card $18 $30 

4.25ò x 5.5ò Quarter Page $48 $90 

5.5ò x 8ò Half Page $90 $170 

11ò x 8ò Full Page $150 $275 

SNGMS Web Page Ads and Links to your own Web 

Page are available for additional fees.  Contact  Jack  

Gay Fyfe, Editor         E-mail:  gayf@infionline.net 


