
Special Holiday Edition  -  January's issue will return to 8 pages 

  Our 2007 Awards Potluck/Banquet was held  
December 9th at American Legion Post #40 in 
Henderson.  Diane Hale did an outstanding job as 
Chairman of the event.  There was plenty of deli-
cious food and a good time was had by all. 
  Diane was assisted in setting up and conducting 
the program (prize contests, and Chinese Auction) 
by her daughter Brennah and Brennah's friend 
Gina Cervone.  Diane would also like to thank 
Frank Auerswald, Mary Beth Paladino, Susan 
Crandall, Marty Lange, Glen Beye and Scott 
Kramer for acting as "setup and raffle extraodi-
naires".  
  In preparation for the party, Diane's husband, 
Glenn, helped collect Tonopah Agate and hauled 
buckets.  Brennah went shopping with mom for 
baskets and ornaments.  Wes Bryant cut Geodes 
at the SNGMS workshop. 

(Banquet continued on page 2) 
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FIELD TRIPS  

 

Jan.  23 rd  -27th   -  QUARTZSITE  

Camping north of town on Plomosa Road, 

mile marker one, south side of the road.  

Potluck - Sat. Jan. 26 th .  
  

Mon. March 10 th  - YUCCA MTN. TOUR  

Contact:  Glen Beye  354 -9808 

 

March 26 th -30th  - BURRO CREEK  

        CAMPOUT  

E-mail - vegasbmw@hotmail.com 

  Thank you to all who attended our Annual 
Awards Banquet. A big thank you to Diane 
Hale for her organizational efforts.  

  Another year is coming to a close, and it is 
time to think about the upcoming year. We 
have a few volunteer positions to fill.  

  Quartzsite is coming up. I would like to wish 
everyone Happy Holidays.  

The next meeting will be on January 7
th
.  

See you all there. Be well. 
 

 Regards, Jack Toogood  

Diane 



(Banquet continued from page 1) 
 

Donations were received from: 
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Frank Auerswald -  Slabs & Decorating Birds 

Tom Skeary - Rock Slabs 

Priscilla &  
George Messenger - 

 
$20 for table decorations 

Pauline & 
Richard Moore  - 

3 beautiful crystal bead neck-
lace/bracelet & earring sets 

Sandy Cunningham - Green Agate & Crystal necklace  

Patrick Finege - Indian girl Painting 

Diane Hale - Amber & Turquoise necklace  

Blue Dream Mining/ 
Ottesons -  

White Buffalo Turquoise, Blue 
Turquoise, Green Varasite 

Geosoul Art Glass - 2 hand blown Christmas  
ornaments 

Marty Lange - Large Christmas Basket 

Mike Kirk Jars of Gemstones 

Sharon Rogow -  Jewelry 

Simi Bryant - Bead Center Piece, Beads & 
Cabs 

Luigi Iamele - Sapphire Gravel 

Phyllis Kay Perlongo  - Stein 

Glen Beye Slabs 

Scott Kramer - Bacon Agates, 15 million year 
old Whalevert, Shells, Septarian 
Nodules, Picture Rock &  
Trilobite 

SNGMS - Rocks, Obsidian & Geodes 

  Acting for our Federation Director, George  
Messenger swore in our 2008 Officers, Board 
Members and Field Trip Chairman.   

The Chinese Auction  

  President Jack Toogood finished off the occasion 
by handing out Certificates of Appreciation to 
2007 Officers, Board Members and Committee 
Chairpersons for their service to the Club. 

From left to right:  Glen Beye, Doris Currington, Frank 

Auerswald, Bob Lofaro, Sue Lofaro, Sharon Rogow, 

Jack Toogood and George Messenger. (Clare Breneman, 

our Secretary, was missing due to illness.)  

  Thank You  
to all who helped and participated. 

 
Our last Club gathering of 2007 was definitely 

a big success! 



A GREAT BIG GEM SHOW  
THANK YOU 
by  Sharon Rogow 

 

  So many of our members came out to help 
with the show this time that there is not 
enough space in the paper to express the 
thanx that they deserve! However, we will do 
our best.  
  Those who helped all four days were: Diane 
Gorny, Doris Currinton who also brought in 
wonderful photos from over the years and put 
up two fascinating showcases, Bob and Sue 
Lofaro who set up a beautiful showcase, 
Glenn Beye, and Tom Cullum who also de-
moôd cabbing.  
  Three day troopers were: Frank Auerswald, 
who also demoôd silversmithing ,Lorna Metz, 
Vince Zebrowski, Art Lory who so graciously 
demoôd his skillful faceting, as usual, and Bob 
Sculsky. 
  Our two day (or more) people were: Charley 
Pedro, on Geode Saw, Jim Grothuesmann, 
Clare Breneman, Jim Switalla who helped 
AND brought ñour guy Anthonyò who so skill-
fully handled the gemstone sand pile, Dick 
and Pauline Moore, Lynn Manthey and Mel, 
Sue Dobson, The Ruprechts who set up a 
beautiful showcase, Pepper Linder, Ken 
Linder, Harvey Bergeron, and Dave Rogers. 
   Please do not feel slighted if your name has 
not been specifically mentioned. I know that 
there will be omissions and mistakes for which 
I will apologize in advance. We greatly appre-
ciate everyone who helped whether for four 
days, one day or even for just a short time.  
   We gained several new members and 
raised some money for the organization. All in 
all, it was a productive and enjoyable several 
days.  Thank You   

Cliff Jackson for leading 2 November Field Trips. 
   On November 11th, 19 people visited 3 old 
mines in the Goodsprings Mining District; the 
Zoot, the Singer-Tiffin, and the Sultan.  Samples 
collected included Sphalenite, Azurite, Malachite, 
Calcite and Hydrozincite. 
    On Novemeber 17th, 13 people attended the 
Ute field trip.  Everyone collected some nice sam-
ples of petrified wood. 
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VOLUNTEER POSITIONS OPEN  

  The end of the year not only brings new 
Officers and Board Members, but usually 
leaves openings in our Standing Committee 
Chairmen positions as well.   

  Beginning in January, we need to fill the 
following positions: 

Federation Director 
 

Parliamentarian/Sgt. At Arms 
 

Sunshine Chairman 
 

Hospitality Chairman 
 

Refreshments Chairman/ Committee 
 

YOU are the perfect person for the job, so 
VOLUNTEER! 

 

DUES ARE DUE IN JANUARY  

Our fiscal year runs from January to 
January. 

Those of you who paid in October,  
November or December are  

considered paid through 2008. 
 
  The rest of us need to drag out those 

check books and renew our  
membership.   

 
There is a convenient form on page 9 of 

this newsletter for your use.  

EDITOR'S NOTE  

 

The funds to pay the printing 
costs for this month's extra pages 

were donated. 
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Quartzsite 2007 - 2008 Schedule 
RICE RANCH SHOW     Nov.  1  -    Feb. 28 
DESERT GARDENS  Jan.   1   -   Feb. 28 

MAIN EVENT  Jan. 11  -    Feb. 3 
TYSON WELLS ROCK & GEM SHOW  Jan.  4   -   Jan. 13 

TYSON WELLS SELL-A-RAMA  Jan. 18  -   Jan. 27 

BLYTHE BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL  Jan. 19  -   Jan. 21 
Q I. A.   POW-WOW  Jan. 23  -   Jan. 27 

HOBBY CRAFT & GEM SHOW  Jan. 30  -   Feb. 3 

CLASSIC CAR SHOW  Feb.   2  -   Feb. 3 
TYSON WELLS ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR  Feb.   1  -   Feb. 10 

BLYTH JAZZ FESTIVAL  Feb. 15, 16, 17 
RICE RANCH BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL  Feb. 22, 23, 24 

CHILI COOK-OFF   Feb. 23 

 

THIS  TRIP  WILL  COORDINATE  WELL  WITH  A 

TRIP  TO QUARTZSITE  SHOWS AND  ACTIVITIES  
 

Wiley Well District Field Trip  
January 27 to February 1, 2008  

Hosted by Contra Costa M&G Soc.  

 

  The Wiley Well District is southwest of Blythe 

and is one of the most popular collecting areas 

on the Colorado Desert.  Although this has been 

a productive area for many years, it still offers 

an amazing variety of material.  We will collect 

LAUGHLIN, NEVADA  
 

Avi Resort & Casino  
Shop scores of vendors in the comfort of the Avi's 

new Convention Center as well as the River  
Garden Pavilion. 

THE POLISHED SLAB   DECEMBER  2007  

at 5 main sites; 1 site each day.  Besides the 

more noted collecting areas, we will also be ex-

ploring other areas.     

  Directions to campgrounds: Exit Interstate 10 

at Wiley Well Rd. which is approximately 10 

miles west of Blythe.  Follow Wiley Well Rd. 

south for 12.5 miles to campsite on west side of 

road. Watch for ORANGE PAPER PLATES to 

camp.  Roads OK for motor homes and trailers 

to campgrounds.  OK for cars to most collecting 

areas.  This is a dry camping area: no services, 

no hook-ups.   

  Collecting Trips :  All trips will leave at 8:00 

AM, SHARP , from the campgrounds.  Assemble 

at 7:45 for details and instructions for each 
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Sun. Jan. 27  Arrive at  camp.  

Mon. Jan. 28  AM  Hauser Beds  

 PM Cinnamon Beds  

Tues.  Jan. 29  AM  Potato Patch   

 PM  Explore Big Windy  

Wed. Jan. 30 AM  Straw Bed  

 PM Hidden Saddle Beds  

Thurs. Jan. 31  Old Woman Wash -  

 Petrified "Ironwood"  

Fri. Feb. 1  To be determined  

 

  Plan on several potluck dinners (regular and a 

soup potluck), the first on Monday evening, and 

daily happy hours.  Bring firewood for evening 

campfires.  We plan on having a good time and 

collecting some good geodes and good material.  

Come join us for a great rockhound time of col-

lecting, fun and fellowship.  

  This trip is open to all rockhounds that agree 

to abide by the AFMS Code of Ethics and the 

directions of the field trip leader, and practice 

safe rockhounding . 

 
Please notify me by 1/5/08 if you plan to attend. 
Call or email me if you have questions or need 
information:  
 
Dick Pankey     

Field Trip Leader    

4310 Kingsly Dr.  

Pittsburg, CA  94565   

 

Ph. 925-439-7509 

Email:  dickpankey@juno.com 


