
DON'T MISS  Doris Currington's new  
column, " ROC-KIN N FOS-LIN" on page 5 , 
where she will be sharing  her very interesting 
and useful knowledge of Rockhounding and 
Lapidary Arts with the rest of us. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 ELECTIONS  

 

    November is the month we hold our annual elec-
tion of Club Officers for the coming year. 
Wes Bryant is again Chairman of the Nominating 
Committee and has prepared a slate of nominees. 
                             CANDIDATES: 
       Jack Toogood        President 
       Sharon Rogow        Vice President 
       Clare Breneman        Secretary 
       Sue Lofaro        Treasurer 
       Bob Lofaro        2 yr. Board 
       Frank Auerswald        1 yr. Board  (Continuing) 
       Glen Beye        1 yr. Board  (Replacement) 
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INTERGEM SHOW 
Club Fund Raiser  

 

NOVEMBER 30, DECEMBER 1 & 2 

CASHMAN FIELD  
 

Volunteers and Display Cases  
are needed for the show.  

 

Contact  Sharon Rogow  499-0272 

 AWARDS POTLUCK BANQUETAWARDS POTLUCK BANQUET  
  

  Mark your calendar for the annual  
Awards Banquet, Sunday, December 9, 2007 at  

American Legion Post  #40 
425 Van Wagenen in Henderson. 

 

There will be a gift exchange and Chinese Auction. 
 

Please RSVP to Diane Hale  897-4906 

CFMS Zzyzx SEMINAR  
(see page 4)  

   Greetings everyone. Congratulations to all of 
you who attended the October meeting. You  
managed to raise $766 for the club in the silent 
auction. I think that is a record for a silent auc-
tion. Thank you for supporting your club.  
   It was mentioned at the meeting that Ed and 
Jaen Rupprecht were headed to China. I re-
ceived an e-mail from Jaen that same night from 
China saying they had arrived safely after a 16 
hour flight and hope to see us at the November 
meeting.  
  Glenn Beye has accepted my appointment to 
fill the 2 year board position.  
  Don't forget the field trip to Black Rock on the 
21st.  Please delete my old phone number 
from your books , as I no longer work at that 
number. 
   Next meeting is November 5th and the pro-
gram will be Show and Tell and Sell. Bring your 
jewelry, cabs, rocks, equipment or whatever to 
sell or just show off. Also it is Election Night. I 
hope to see everyone there. Come on out and 

vote. Be well. Regards, Jack Toogood  

FIELD TRIPS  

Sunday, Oct. 21st - Black Rock 
Meet at the Valley of Fire exit 7:30AM 

(Moapa Indian Reservation Truck Stop) 
Contact:  Bill Lemmon     443-7195 
 
Monday Oct. 22nd - Nevada Test Site Tour 

(see page 2)  



THANK YOU    BILL LEMMON  
for leading the September Field Trip to the 
Searchlight area for Geodes.  The weather 
was perfect and  some nice Apache Tears 
were also collected on this trip. 

NEVADA TEST SITE TOUR 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 22 nd 

  Meet at the Atomic Testing Museum ,  
755 East Flamingo Road.  

  

Departure is scheduled for 7:55AM.  Please 
arrive early (7:15AM - 7:30AM) to allow time 
for everyone to be issued a tour badge and 
properly board the bus. 
 

BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH (Unless you have 

made arrangements with Glen to receive a catered 
lunch.) 
 

DO NOT WEAR SHORTS!   
 

NO BINOCULARS,  CAMERAS, CELL PHONES, OR  

RECORDING DEVICES OF ANY TYPE ALLOWED  
 

Expected time of return to Las Vegas, 3:30PM 
 

Contact   Glen Beye     (702) 354-9808 
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October Board Meeting  
Highlights 

GENERAL MEETING  

HIGHLIGHTS  

RIDESHARING PROGRAM  

Anyone who needs a ride to the monthly 

meeting should call 222-1946 and we will 

try and arrange for you to be picked up.  

Please call about a week in advance of the 

meeting to allow for arrangements to be 

made.     JT  

  The meeting was called to order at 6:23 PM. 
Present were Pres. Jack Toogood, VP Sharon 
Rogow, Secretary Clare Breneman, Treasurer 
Pat Skeary, Directors Frank Auerswald, 
and Dick Moore. Absent were Directors Tom 
Skeary and Larry Foutz. 
  Since Larry Foutz has missed three meet-
ings in a row; in accordance with Article X of 
the bylaws, the board declared his position to 
be vacant. The President will appoint a  
Replacement for the remainder of his term. 
   Sharon is working on procedures for the 
workshop. Frank Auerswald requested funds 
to purchase more materials for silver smithing 
classes; approved by the board. Sharon is to 
check on extra space for members to sell  
Their own items at the Cashman Show.  
  The meeting adjourned at 6:44 PM 
 ...........Submitted by Clare Breneman  

  The meeting called to order at 7:12 PM. Sep-
tember minutes were read by Clare. Correc-
tion by Larry Grillett. The field trip to Search-
light had been omitted. The  motion to accept 
the minutes as corrected was made by Larry 
Grillett, second by Nancy Tatom. Pat Skeary 
gave the Treasurer's report. Priscilla gave the 
Sunshine report. Glenn Beye gave an update 
on the Nevada Test Site trip on Oct 22nd. Bill 
Lemmon will lead a field trip to Black Rock on 
the 21st. Mary Beth gave the kids club report. 
First Friday report by Lorna Metz. This Friday 
the 5th, is the grand opening of the workshop.  
   Classes: No silver smith class on Oct 2nd 
but classes will continue on Tuesdays until 
December. Awards Banquet chairman Diane 
Hale asked for people to sign up for what dish 
they will be bringing to the potluck.  Workshop 
report, Wes said new shop hours will be  
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturdays from 1PM 
until 9PM. If use of the shop increases, hours 
will be extended. 
  OLD Business: George Messenger has put 
$5000 into higher yield bonds for the club. 
Frank reported the cost of a laser drill for drill-
ing beads to be around $1500. 
  NEW Business: The 2 year board position 
has been declared vacant by the board and a 
replacement will be appointed. Nominations 
are needed for the upcoming new year. 
  BREAK for refreshments. Program was a  
silent auction. 
  The meeting adjourned at 9:00PM.  
 ..........Submitted by Clare Breneman  



OTHER SHOWS MAY BE FOUND ON THE  
ROCK & GEM WEBSITE 

Quartzsite 2007 - 2008 Schedule 
RICE RANCH SHOW     Nov.  1  -    Feb. 28 
DESERT GARDENS  Jan.   1   -   Feb. 28 

MAIN EVENT  Jan. 11  -    Feb. 3 
TYSON WELLS ROCK & GEM SHOW  Jan.  4   -   Jan. 13 
TYSON WELLS SELL-A-RAMA  Jan. 18  -   Jan. 27 

BLYTHE BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL  Jan. 19  -   Jan. 21 
Q I. A.   POW-WOW  Jan. 23  -   Jan. 27 
HOBBY CRAFT & GEM SHOW  Jan. 30  -   Feb. 3 
CLASSIC CAR SHOW  Feb.   2  -   Feb. 3 

TYSON WELLS ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR  Feb.   1  -   Feb. 10 
BLYTH JAZZ FESTIVAL  Feb. 15, 16, 17 
RICE RANCH BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL  Feb. 22, 23, 24 

CHILI COOK-OFF   Feb. 23 
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Whatôs Happening ? 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

- - OCTOBER - -  
26-28--SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH : Show, "Fall Festi-

val of Gems"; Wasatch Gem Society; Utah State Fair 

Park, 155 North, 1000 West; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 

10-5; adults $2, Scouts and leaders in uniform free, chil-
dren under 12 free. 

27-28--SEDONA, ARIZONA : Annual show; Sedona 

Gem & Mineral Club; Sedona Red Rock High School, 

Hwy. 89A and Upper Red Rock Loop Rd.; Sat. 10-5, 
Sun 10-4; free  

- - NOVEMBER - - 

2-4--BLACK CANYON CITY, ARIZONA : Show, 

"Rock-A-Rama"; Braggin' Rock Club; Albins Civic 
Center, 19055 E. K-Mine Rd.; Fri. 9-4, Sat. 9-4, Sun. 9-

4; free admission 

3--TUCSON, ARIZONA : 6th annual silent auction; 

Old Pueblo Lapidary Club; 3118 N. Dale; Sat. 9-2; free  
3-4--LANCASTER, CALIFORNIA : Show, "Rock 'N' 

Gem Roundup"; Palmdale Gem & Mineral Club; Ante-

lope Valley Fair Grounds, 2551 W. Avenue H, Ave. H 

and Hwy. 14; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; free admission 
9-11--COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA :  West Coast 

Gem & Mineral Show; Holiday inn - Bristol Plaza 

NEVADA - CALIFORNIA - ARIZONA - UTAH       

Show Schedule 

 

KIDS CLUB  -  Pebble Pups  

 

 Kids club meetings are held at my home at  

3740 Moss Ridge Court.  Call for directions.           

702-255-1647        .....éMary Beth Paladino 

OUR NEXT MEETING  
 

 November  5th   -   7pm.    
at the Senior Center on Bonanza Avenue.   

If your birthday is in November,  

please donôt forget to bring some    

goodies for the refreshment table.  

LAS VEGAS ARTS DISTRICT 

FIRST FRIDAY  -  NOVEMBER 2 nd  

 

CONTACT:   LORNA METZ     877 -4258 

  We have lost another of the very active members 
of our club in the 1970's and 1980's, John Cripe .  

Our sincere sympathies go out to his wife, Edythe 
and their four children and 10 grandchildren.  John 
was also active in Masonic activities.  He served 
in World War II and lost a grandson to the terrorist 
war in Afghanistan.  Our club sent a floral arrange-
ment to his funeral at Palm Mortuary on Eastern 
Avenue.  If you wish to send condolences to his 
wife, Edythe, her address is: 
 Edythe Cripe 
 4248 Montdale Avenue 
 Las Vegas, NV 89121-2618 
   Those of you who have been longtime members 
will be saddened by the death one week ago of 
Vern Amey .  When he retired, he moved to Deer 

Creek, Utah and built a number of cabins there.  
He was very active in field trips and our club work-
shop when it was inside a trailer at UNLV in the 
1970's. 
   Mary Cantrell , another older former club mem-
ber, who now lives in Carson City, recently lost 
her daughter, Jean. 
   Ed and Jaen Rupprecht were scheduled to 

leave yesterday to attend the Special Olympics 
World Championships in China where their grand-
daughter will be on the women's basketball team.  
They plan to return in about two weeks 
   Nyda Beeson is feeling better. Thomas Cullum 
is out of the hospital, but still faces surgery.  Art 
Lory and Florence Turner have had health prob-

lems but are currently at home. 



CFMS   Zzyzx   SEMINAR  

March 23-30,  2008 
 

   The fee of $300 for the week  per person,  
includes: Quarters, or R.V Space, 3 meals per 
day and Classes. (Additional charges may be 
assessed for material furnished by Instructors.) 
 

CLASSES:  Lapidary, Silver Fabrication, Soft 
Stone Carving, Wire Art, Enameling & Field Trips. 
 

Registration deadline - March 1, 2008  
(A limited number of reservations available.   

Early application is recommended.) 
 

For more information visit the CFMS website or call:   

Marion Roberts  (209) 538-0197 
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OPAL 
OCTOBER  BIRTHSTONE 

WELCOME   NEW   MEMBERS 

  Octoberôs birthstone treats the eye to an explosion 
of shimmering colors much like a rainbow following 
a summer rain.  The Opal derives its name from the 
Latin word ñopalusò, meaning precious jewel.  Prized 
for its unique ability to refract and reflect specific 
wave-lengths of light, the Opal was called ñCupid 
Paederosò by the Romans, meaning a child beauti-
ful as love.  One legendary explanation for this gem-
stoneôs origin is that it fell from heaven in a fiery 
lightning. 
  Ancient monarchs treasured Opals, both for their 
beauty and their protective powers.  They were set 
into crowns and worn in necklaces to ward off evil 
and protect the eyesight.  They were also ground 
and ingested for their healing properties and to ward 
off nightmares.  The Opal dates back to prehistoric 
times.  It is a non-crystallized silica, which is a min-
eral found near the earthôs surface in areas where 
ancient geothermal hot springs once existed.  As 
the hot springs dried up, layers of the silica, com-
bined with water, were deposited into the cracks 
and cavities of the bedrock, forming Opal.  This 
gemstone actually contains up to 30% water, so it 
must be protected from heat or harsh chemicals, 
both of which will cause drying and may lead to 
cracking and loss of iridescence.  Opal must also be 
guarded from blows, since it is relatively soft and 
breaks easily.  Most of the worldôs Opal deposits are 
found in Southern Australia.  Other sources of this 
gemstone are Brazil, Mexico, Czechoslovakia and 
Nevada.  Quality Opal is very expensive, made 
more so by the caution that must be exercised in 
cutting, polishing and setting it into jewelry.  A gift of 
Opal is symbolic of faithfulness and confidence.  
And the powerful energy radiating from this fiery 
gemstone will surely illuminate any occasion!   
                                    .......... from ñABOUT BIRTHSTONESò 

NOVEMBER   BIRTHDAYS 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FROM SNGMS!                                                    
(If yours was missed we donôt have it on file) 

Mary Belcher Petra Capps 

Paul Coroneos Steve Ekmark 

Barrie Folsom Martin Godinez 

Larry Grillett  Jim Grothusesmann 

Kenneth Johnson Charles Kiduff  

Don Knight Janet Nieman 

Dan Porter Smitty Reeves 

Charlotte Robinson   Jaen Rupprecht 

Fay Unbarger  Jerry Watanabe  

Shirley Ayo Terry Carmichael 

Gary Carmichael  Luigi Imele 

Jacob Lee Duane Matters 

Diane Merisala Tony Merisala 

Sara Messina Joe Messina 

Ingrid Miles Donald Miles  

Welcome Back 

Wayne & Cindy Kinzer 



ROC- KI N N FOS- LIN   
by Doris Currington 
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workshop schedule  
LOCATION:  1025 South Main  

 (use 1
st

 Street Entrance)  

CLASS SCHEDULE  
 

SILVERSMITHING  -   $5.00 per class  
 

TUESDAYS - 6 to 9PM   
at the Senior Center  

 

CONTACT:  Frank Auerswald 365-8306 

THE WORK SHOP WILL BE OPEN 
TUESDAY, THURSDAY & SATURDAY 

1PM TO 9PM  
 

 
PRICES:   
 Genies $3.00 per hour 
 Slab Saws $3.00 per hour 
 Faceting $3.00 per hour 
 Trim Saws $1.00 per hour 
 

1 HOUR MINIMUM 
 

 Thereafter,  prorated in 15 minute segments. 

ROCK WREN  - CLUB  MASCOT  
 
    In 2003, when the existing Gem Clubs 
merged to form the Southern Nevada Gem 
and Mineral Society, the membership voted 
the Rock Wren as the Club Mascot.   
     It is a fascinating, ingenious little bird.  If it 
finds a cave like overhang which protects it 
from the weather, snakes, and mice; it will 
build a beautiful nest of colored leaves, twigs 
and rocks.  The rocks are positioned to tumble 
if anything tries to climb in the nest.  Or they 
find a little hole in a rocky cliff where they can 
pile rocks below to cause predators to fall.  
    The Rock Wren not only builds it's nest of 
rocks, but rocks are it's safeguard in a Desert 
area with no trees. 

AN OFF ROAD HINT  
 

   Get a door mat /foot scraper, and carry it 
with your outing equipment.  The best type to 
have is the old time wire and striped tire rub-
ber, or a big plastic one with knobs and holes 
will work.   
   You say, "I have a 4x4."  Ok, me too!  But I 
can not tell you how many people I have 
helped get unstuck with one of these mats.   
   If you get stuck, stop instantly.  Slide the 
mat close to a tire and drive forward or back 
as the situation dictates.  
   This spring I led a trip to Goodsprings and 
the mats had to come out.   They can be pur-
chased at  Home Depot, Sears, K-Mart, etc. 


