
CLUB WORKSHOP 
by  

Wes Bryant  

 

· The workshop will be open the week of 
September 16

th
  (including Sunday).  The 

hours will be from 1PM until 9PM.  We will 
attempt to maintain these hours, 7 days a 
week, for the foreseeable future. 

 

· The workshop equipment is for use by  
club members only.  No exceptions.  This 
means members must show a current 
membership card to use the equipment., 
and must be certified in the use of same.  
The prices for using the equipment will be: 
Slab Saws, Genies & Faceting--$3.00 per 
hour, 1 hour minimum, thereafter prorated 
in 15 minute segments; for the Trim Saws-
-$1.00 per hour, 1 hour minimum, thereaf-
ter prorated in 15 minute segments.  

 

· There will be a sign-in/sign-out log that  
ALL members will use. 

 

· There will also be a logbook for each piece 
of equipment for each member and super-
visor to sign. 

 

· Follow all safety rules and regulations.  
Anyone using the equipment abusively or 
unsafely will be cautioned and instructed in 
the proper method by the Shop Supervi-
sor.  Further abusive or unsafe use will re-
sult in  the member being barred from us-
ing the equipment. 

 

· If you use it, CLEAN IT.  
 

SHOP   LOCATION:  1025 South Main  

(our entrance is on 1st Street) 
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    Hello to all; it was nice to see such a large 
turnout for the September meeting. Thank you 
to Doris Currington for yet another entertain-
ing program. Thanks also to Scott Kramer for 
his little dance to show he is fine.  
 Last minute news; on Sunday, September 
30

th
, Bill Lemmon will lead a field trip for ge-

odes, down near Searchlight. We will meet at 
Railroad Pass Casino and leave at 7AM for 
the collecting site. Call Bill for details at 443-
7195. Four wheel drive will be required, but as 
usual, two wheel drivers can ride with the four 
wheelers once we get near the collecting site.  
   Glen Beye will be coordinating the trip to the 
Nevada Test Site Oct 22

nd
. One important 

note; there will be no rock collecting, cell 
phones, or cameras on this trip.  
    Please note that anyone submitting info for 
the news letter should have it to the editor on 
the day following the monthly meeting to be 
included in the current issue.  
   Our next meeting will be October 1

st
 and the 

program will be a silent auction. Be sure to 
bring a few extra dollars as there will be some 
great finds, excellent bargains, and an all 
around good time. Come on out and support 
your club. I hope to see everyone there.  

Be well.              Regards, Jack Toogood  

FIELD TRIPS  
 

Sun. Sept. 30
th

 - Geodes   
 Rail Road Pass 7AM 

4 Wheel Drive Required  
Contact:   Bill Lemmon 443-7195 

 
Mon. October 22 nd - Nevada Test Site Tour 

(See page 2) 



NEVADA TEST SITE TOUR 
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 22
nd 

 

    You must sign up, fill out and submit an  
official form for this tour before October 6

th
.   

You can obtain this form from Glenn  
or find it on the web at: 

http://www.nv.doe.gov/nts/tours.htm#Registration  
If you fax your form to DOE, you still need to  
contact Glenn to let him know you are going. 
  

    We will meet at the Atomic Testing  
Museum , 755 East Flamingo Road, at 7:30AM 
where everyone will be issued a tour badge. 
 

    Bring your own lunch.  
Dress for the weather,  

DO NOT WEAR SHORTS!   
 

NO CAMERAS, CELL PHONES, OR  
RECORDING DEVICES OF ANY TYPE  

ALLOWED  
 

Expected time of return to Las Vegas, 3:30PM 
 

Contact   Glen Beye     (702) 354-9808 
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September Board Meeting  

Highlights 

RIDESHARING PROGRAM  

   Anyone who needs a ride to the monthly 
meeting should call 222-1946 and we will try 
and arrange for you to be picked up.  Please 
call about a week in   advance of the meeting 

to allow for arrangements to be made.    JT  

   A BIG Thank You to Russ Sherratt for 

getting our Workshop air conditioner up 

and running!  

GENERAL MEETING  

HIGHLIGHTS  

Thank You 

 The meeting was called to order at 6:28PM. 
Present were Pres. Jack Toogood, VP Sharon 
Rogow, Secretary Clare Breneman, Treasurer 
Pat Skeary, Directors Frank Auerswald, and 
Dick Moore. Absent were Directors Tom 
Skeary and Larry Foutz. Shop Foreman Wes 
Bryant was also present. 
  The August minutes were read and ap-
proved. Sharon presented a rough draft of re-
freshment procedures. Wes Bryant will order 
some wheels for Shop Genies and also an 
18" saw blade. Octobers meeting to be a si-
lent auction.  
 The meeting adjourned at 6:57 PM.  
                         submitted by Clare Breneman  

   The meeting was called to order at 7:12 PM.  
August minutes were read by Clare. Motion to 
approve by Dick Moore, second by Frank  
Auerswald. Pat Skeary gave the Treasurer's 
report. Mary Beth gave the kid's club report. 
Their next meeting will be on Geodes; call 
Mary Beth for date of meeting. Priscilla gave 
the Sunshine report and apology to Scott 
Kramer for confusing him with Scott Edwards. 
Lorna Metz gave the First Friday report. Show 
report by Sharon. A general poll was taken to 
determine if we had enough interest to do the 
fall show at Cashman. General consensus 
was affirmative. Nov 30

th
, Dec 1

st
 and 2

nd
. 

Field trip - Glenn Beye will be the contact for 
the Nevada Test Site trip on Oct 22

nd.       

    
Classes: Silversmithing class on Tuesdays 

until December. Awards Banquet chairman 
Diane Hale asked for people to sigh up for 
what dish they will be bringing to the potluck.  
   Old Business: Sharon asked for volunteers 
to sign up for various jobs and announced 
procedures had been written for the refresh-
ment table.  
   New Business: George Messenger said we 
should move some of our money to a higher 
yield bond. Motion by Frank Auerswald, sec-
onded by Shirley Scigliano; approved unani-
mously by membership. More tools for shop 
brought up by Lorna Metz; Frank will check 
into prices.  
   BREAK for refreshments.  
   Program by Doris on Roy Beesonôs cabs, 
slabs, and Jewelry collection. 
  The meeting adjourned at 8:53PM.  

submitted by Clare Breneman  



SEPTEMBER 

20-23--McDERMITT, NEVADA : Show, 

"Rockhound Rendezvous"; Nevada Commission 

on Tourism; Diamond A Motel, U.S. Hwy. 95; 

Thu. 9-4, Fri. 9-4, Sat. 9-4, Sun. 9-4; free  

admission  

21-23--SAN BERNARDINO, CALIFORNIA : 

6th annual tailgate; Orange Belt Mineralogical So-

ciety; Western Regional Little League Ball Park, 

6707 Little League Dr.; Fri. 9-dusk, Sat. 9-dusk, 

Sun. 9-dusk; free admission 

28-30--SANDY (SALT LAKE CITY), UTAH : 

Show, "Gem Faire"; Gem Faire Inc.; South Towne 

Exposition Center/Exhibit Hall 5, 9575 S. State 

St.; Fri. 12-7, Sat. 10-7, Sun. 10-5; admission $5 

(weekend pass) 

OCTOBER 

12-14--MOAB, UTAH: Show; Moab Points and 

Pebbles Club; Spanish Trail Arena, 3641 S. Hwy. 

191; Fri. 10-7, Sat. 10-7, Sun. 10-4; free admission 

13-14 --TRONA, CA :  Searles Lake Gem & Min-

eral Society; Trona Lapidary & Show Bldg., 

13337 Main St.  Sat 7:30-5, Sun 7:30-5;  

free admission.  Field trips, displays, dealers, 

demos, tours geode cutting, movies, door prizes. 
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Whatôs Happening ? 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

OTHER SHOWS MAY BE FOUND ON THE  
ROCK & GEM WEBSITE 

NEVADA - CALIFORNIA - ARIZONA - UTAH       

Show Schedule 

 

     

KIDS CLUB  -  Pebble Pups  

 

Kids club meetings are held at my home at  

3740 Moss Ridge Court.  Call for directions.           

702-255-1647        .....éMary Beth Paladino 

 
September Activity  -  Geodes  

 
Contact Mary Beth for date and time.  

LAS VEGAS ARTS DISTRICT 
FIRST FRIDAY 

 

OCTOBER 5 th 

CLASS SCHEDULE  
 

SILVERSMITHING  -   $5.00 per class-
TUESDAYS - 6 to 9p.m. 

At the Senior Citizens Center  
  

CONTACT:  Frank Auerswald 365-8306 

   I apologize to Scott Kramer for the misin-
formation that appeared in the August News-
letter, and thank our President for immediately 
correcting the column on the website.  The 
mistake prompted a long telephone conversa-
tion with Scott.  He now has 9 grandchildren.  
His son, Yancy, was one of the student lead-
ers in setting up the School of Mines at the 
McCaw School in Henderson.    Meanwhile, 
Scott Edwards is recovering and a card from 
the Club has been sent to him. 
    Condolences go out to Sandra Cunning-
ham and Glen Beye on the death of their 
mothers.  Condolences also to Fred Loftus 
on the loss of his wife.  We wish him well as 
he moves back to Southern California.  
    Wishes for a speedy recovery to Nyda 
Beeson , Tom Cullum and Art Lory who 
were all unable to attend this month's meeting 
because of illness. 
    I called Bruce Wingate to let him know we 
were concerned about him and the children, 
but he was not home.  I left a message from 
the Club. 
  

OUR NEXT MEETING  
 

October  1
st
 at 7pm.    

at the Senior Center on Bonanza Avenue.   

If your birthday is in October,  

Please donôt forget to bring some    

goodies for the refreshment table.  



 

OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FROM 

SNGMS!                                                    
(If yours was missed we donôt have it on file) 

 

Apologies for missing   

JoAnn Sprottôs August birthday, 

 Mick Sprottôs September birthday, and 

Nyda Beeson's September birthday. 

Happy 79
th

 Nyda 
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BLUE SAPPHIRE 
 

SEPTEMBER  BIRTHSTONE 

WELCOME   NEW   MEMBERS 

   The striking deep blue of a high quality sapphire 

is reminiscent of a cloudless night sky.  Ancient 

civilizations believed that the world was set upon 

an enormous sapphire, which painted the sky blue 

with its reflection.  This legend, as well as the be-

lie that the ten commandments were inscribed 

upon tablets made of sapphire, gives Septemberôs 

birthstone a royal place among gemstones.  Named 

after the Greek word ñsapphirusò, meaning blue, 

Sapphires have long been a favorite among priests 

and kings, who consider them symbolic of wisdom 

and purity.  In ancient times, Sapphires were 

thought to be protective against envy, and even 

against poisoning.  A common belief was that a 

venomous snake placed in a sapphire container 

would rapidly die.  Ground to a powder, the blue 

stone was believed to cure illness and strengthen 

eyesight.  Sapphire is a variety of the mineral co-

rundum, second only to the Diamond in hardness.  

Corundum is found in every color of the rainbow, 

with red being designated as ruby and all other 

hues Sapphire.  The most prized color is a rich, 

deep blue.  They are found in Sri Lanka, Kashmir, 

Thailand, Australia, Nigeria, Kenya, Tanzania, 

China, Madagascar, and the United States.  Large 

specimens are rare, although the 563 carat Star of 

India can be seen at the American Museum of 

Natural History.  This is the largest and most fa-

mous of star sapphires, which are cut  to reflect 

light from inclusions within the stone, revealing a 

bright six-legged star pattern.  A gift of sapphire 

represents sincerity and faithfulness. 
   .......... from ñABOUT BIRTHSTONESò 

Noel Dolven Melissa Ekmark 

Steve Ekmark Carrie Holmes  

Jim Holmes Tammy Lane 

Glenda Rydlewski Roxanne Ward 

Mark Ward  

Welcome back Carol McGovern 

Lue Bartlett 
Angie Cervantes 

Mary Hittle 
Jim Holmes 
Beth Jones  
Fred Lofftus 

Art Lory                    
Lynn Manthey 
Richard Moore          
Ed Rupprecht 



EQUIPMENT FOR SALE  
 

(No Items  this month)  
 
SPACE IS FREE TO ADVERTISE HERE 

For all club members.  Just  call Editor. 
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................from:   www. DESERT  USA  

DESERT CORNER 

JOSHUA   TREE 

     The Joshua Tree, the 

largest of the yuccas, grows 

only in the Southwestern 

Deserts.  Natural stands of 

this picturesque, spike -

leafed evergreen grow no-

where else in the world.  Its 

height varies from 15 to 40 

feet tall with a diameter of 

1 to 3 feet.  

     Originally thought to be members of the 

Agave (Century Plant) Family, the Joshua Tree 

and other yuccas have been reclassified as 

members of the Lilly Family.   

     Joshua trees (and most other yuccas) rely on 

the female Pronuba Moth for pollination.  No 

other animal visiting the blooms transfers the 

pollen from one flower to another.  Without the 

mothõs pollination, the Joshua Tree could not 

reproduce, nor could the moth.  Although an old 

Joshua Tree can sprout new plants from its 

roots, only the seeds can establish a new stand.  

     Morman pioneers are said to have named 

this species òJoshuaó Tree because it mimicked 

the Old Testament prophet Joshua, waving 

them with upraised arms on toward the prom-

ised land.  

TIPS  &  TRICKS  
 

APACHE TEAR POLISHING TIP  
By 

George Anderson, Skagit Rock & Gem Club  

 

 Crushed Walnut Shells are great to use as a 
filler when polishing Apache Tears.  Obsidian 
is difficult to polish and :bruises" easily.  After 
you have finished filling your tumbler 3/4 full 
of Apache Tears, put in your grit and 3 to 4 
cups of crushed walnut shells (you can layer 
this), then add your water.  
 The shells can be obtained  in 25 lb. bags 
from your local farm/pet supply distributors.  
You will have to put in fresh walnut shells 
with each grit but the cost is nominal.  Also 
put shells in with your polishing medium - 
wash carefully after polishing, but do not run 
overnight in detergent as you would other 
rocks.  The polish will be great and you won't 
have and bruising. 
Source:   "Skagit Gems" , February 2006, via  
 "The Sooner Rockologist" , June 2007, via 
 "Rockhound Ramblings" , July 2007 

SOUTHERN   NEVADA                     

ZOOLOGICAL - BOTANICAL 

PARK  

150 SPECIES ON 3 ACRES          

OPEN  9 - 5     7 DAYS A WEEK  

1775 N. Rancho Dr. Las Vegas, NV 89106  


