
everything that we needed, in 100 degree heat, 
sweating and groaning most of the time, assisted 
by Kristina Hamilton who brought us iced drinks.   
Happily, we will not have to do that again.  On 
Thursday 5/31, a strong crew consisting of Tom 
and Pat Skeary, Mick Sprott, Mel Golubic, Lynn 
Manthey, Kristina Hamilton, Jim Grothuesmann, 
Tom Cullum,Frank Auerswald, Harvey Bergeron, 
Richard Fyfe, Wes Bryant and I loaded all remain-
ing needed items into vehicles and then unloaded 
at Cashman Center, the show site where the a/c 
was not operational!!  Beth Jones handled the 
gem sand pile station including      acquiring sand, 
screens, pools, etc. and helped people to ñmineò 
for gems for much of the show. 
 Demonstrations were given by Art Lory, faceting; 
Arnold Wermes with assistance from his wife 
silversmithing; and Tom Cullum, wax carving.  Pat 
Grillett attempted a cabbing demo, however, the 
equipment was not working properly, so we will 
look forward to her demo at the December Show! 
 Showcases were set up by Mary Beth Paladino 
for the Pebble Pups, Ed Rupprecht, Bob and Sue 
Lofaro, Angie Cervantes, Gregory and Shelina 
Thomas and myself.  This enables the public to 
see what kinds of collections and work that the 
members pursue. 
 Now here are the people who staffed the fund-
raising stations including membership. (We had 
quite a few new members sign up at the show.)  
Bob and Sue Lofaro came early and stayed late 
on all three days.  Tom Cullum was there all three 
days as was Pepper Linder.  Those who worked 
two days were Ruth Hardison, Mary Beth Pala-
dino, Pat and Tom Skeary, Pauline and Dick 
Moore, Frank Auerswald, Virginia Johnson, Lorna 
Metz, Lynn Manthey, Mel Golubic, Jim Grothues-
mann and Ken Linder.  Others who helped were        
   .............. SHOW  continued on page 2  
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 Thank you to all of you who were able 
to attend the June meeting. I would like to 
have Wayne Belcher back again sometime as 
our guest speaker. Thanks also to everyone 
who attended the Gem Show. This was the 
best we have done on a single show in many 
years. This was also the best volunteer turn-
out we have had in a very long time. I must 
apologize for not being able to attend due to 
my job commitments.  
 I would like to say thank you to Sharon 
for doing such an excellent job on the show. 
She did all of her usual jobs plus what I was 
unable to do as well.  
 Donôt forget we still need a volunteer to 
chair the awards banquet. I hope to see all of 
you at next months meeting on July 2nd. First 
Friday is July 6th. Check the club website oc-
casionally as any late breaking developments 
will be posted there and I will send out an     
e-mail also. Be well.  
   Regards, Jack Toogood  

WOW!  WHAT  A  SHOW!!  
THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!  

by Sharon Rowgow 
 

 We, the volunteers, did such a great job on the 
Intergem Show that I believe this was an all time 
record for fundraising via this particular promoter.  
(We brought in four months of rent!)  There are 
many people to thank so here goes with a little 
extra detail.  On Monday 5/28, I discovered that 
many of the very necessary items needed to set 
up were still in the two storage trailers way north 
east.  I spent  Tuesday verifying this and recruiting 
help.  Three of us, Richard Fyfe, Wes Bryant and I 
made a pilgrimage on Wednesday 5/30, to unload 



 FAREWELL TO                             

THE 2nd TIME AROUND  

This issue will contain the last 2nd Time 

Around page.  We owe a huge debt of grati-

tude to our club Historian, Bruno Syzdek, 

and his wife Phyllis for their unfailing  

dedication to provide a multitude of copies 

from old Polished Slabs through the years.  
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JUNE Board Meeting Minutes 

FIELD TRIPS COMING UP  
NEVADA TEST SITE  

(Date to be Announced)  

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES  

       
   ................SHOW  continued from page 1            
Priscilla and George Messenger, Frank Timbers,  
Gregory and Shelina Thomas, Jaen and Ed Rup-
precht, Mark and Julie Clevenger, Claire Brene-
man, Carolyn and Craig Edmonds, Barbara Sines, 
Ron Neldner and Dave Seidner.  The tear down 
crew consisted of  Tom and Pat Skeary, Lynn 
Manthey, Mel Golubic, Jim Grotheusmann, Bob 
and Sue Lofaro, Ruth and Mike Hardison with oth-
ers that did not sign in. They did a great job! 
 I am positive that I have missed a few people, 
especially those who did not sign in, so a HUGE 
THANK YOU to every who put in time.  Various 
members brought snacks and drinks for everyone 
to share and it was fun having the opportunity to 
see many who are not around very much.  Of 
course, getting into the show free, seeing all of the 
interesting items for sale and having your parking 
paid are all extra bonuses.  Hopefully everyone 
enjoyed participating in this important fundraiser.  
We hope to see you for the next show which is 
November 30th, December 1st and 2nd,  2007 at 
Cashman Center. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:14 PM. 
Present were President Jack Toogood, Vice 
President Sharon Rogow, Secretary Clare 
Breneman, Treasurer Pat Skeary, Directors 
Tom Skeary, Frank Auerswald, and Dick 
Moore. Absent was Director Larry Foutz .  
Old Business : Sharon brought up the Gem 
Show at Cashman. Very good turnout of 
members to help and the show was a big        
success. Workshop - Waiting for business  
license so Nevada Power will turn on the 
other power meter that is needed for the air 
conditioning. We are still waiting for informa-
tion for participating in the County Fair.    
New Business : The club library has been re-
located to the workshop. The board is working 
on a written procedure for the handling of the 
money for the refreshment table. 
Meeting adjourned at 6:48PM.  
  ....................Submitted by Clare Breneman,  Secretary 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM. 
Minutes from May were read by Clare.    Mo-
tion to approve by Dick Moore, seconded by 
Priscilla Messenger. Minutes approved as 
read. Pat Skeary gave treasurerôs report and 
included figures from the Gem Show. Show 
report given by Sharon. Priscilla  Messenger 
gave the Sunshine report.  Workshop - Wes 
needs to know what hours most people would 
like to use the shop. We are waiting for our 
business license to turn on the power for the 
air conditioning. We need folding chairs do-
nated, also.  The field trip to the Nevada Test 
Site is still pending. Awards Banquet: A chair-
person is still needed. Mary Beth gave the 
kids report on the Field Trip with Doris to 
Goodsprings. The June meeting will be paint-
ing small animals on river rocks. Classes: 
Frank is extending the Silversmithing class 
and Sharon is offering Art Clay class at the 
same time on Tuesdays. Suzie Kostelac is 
interesting in giving a wire wrap class. First 
Friday: Lorna Metz will head committee to set 
up and promote for First Fridays. Announce-
ments: Doris has fossils to show on back ta-
ble. Sharon want to buy a used Genie. Jack 
will give the large trailer to any club member 
who will haul it away. We are looking for a 
swamp cooler to use at the workshop, dona-
tion or a loaner. 
REFRESHMENT BREAK at 7:47PM. Meeting 
resumed at 8:10PM. 
Program by guest speaker Wayne Belcher, 
Geologist from the USGS. His talk was on the 
geology of the valley with a slide presentation.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:46PM    
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Whatôs Happening ? 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

NEVADA - CALIFORNIA - ARIZONA - UTAH       

Show Schedule 

JUNE  15-17--CFMS SHOW 
Palmdale Gem & Mineral Club Celebrates "50 Years 

of Rock 'n Gems" Hosts of the California Federation of     

Mineralogical Societies Tri State Convention  -       

Antelope Valley Fairgrounds Lancaster, California 

Hwy 14 Exit Ave. H - 9:00 am to 5:00 Daily  

SNGMS booth and display 
 

JUNE 29 - JULY 1 - SANDY (SALT LAKE CITY), 

UTAH: Show; Gem Faire Inc.; South Towne Exposi-

tion Center/Exhibit Hall 5, 9575 S. State St.; Fri. 12-7, 

Sat. 10-7, Sun. 10-5; $5 weekend pass 

 

JULY 6-8--FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA: 21st annual 

show; Flagstaff Gem & Mineral Society; Little Amer-

ica Hotel, Butler Ave. and I-40 (Exit 198); Fri. 11-6, 

Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; adults $3, children under 12 free 

KIDS CLUB  -  Pebble Pups  

MEETING 2 TIMES MONTHLY  

             Kids club meetings are held at my home at 

3740 Moss Ridge Court.  Call for directions.           

702-255-1647            é......... Mary Beth Paladino 

Our next meeting is July 2nd at 7pm.  

at the Senior Center on Bonanza Ave-

nue.  If your birthday is in July, please 

don t forget to bring some goodies 

for the refreshment table. 

RIDESHARING PROGRAM  

Anyone who needs a ride to the monthly meeting 
should call 222-1946 and we will try and arrange for 
you to be picked up.  Please call about a week in ad-
vance of the meeting to allow for arrangements to be 

made.                    JT  

OTHER SHOWS MAY BE FOUND ON THE  
ROCK & GEM WEBSITE 

LAS VEGAS ARTS DISTRICT 
FIRST FRIDAY 

JULY   6TH 

 

Contact:  Lorna Metz    877-4258 

Roy Beeson is again in the hospital for treat-
ment of stones in his system.  If you wish to 
send a card to let him know he is remembered 
for all he has done for our club, address them 
to: 
 1408 San Felipe Drive 
 Boulder City, NV 89005 
 
Arnold Wermes who makes the gorgeous 
silver and turquoise jewelry has tentatively 
been diagnosed with a case of shingles which 
can be quite painful.  Get well messages 
should be sent to: 
 9300 Yucca Blossom 
 Las Vegas, NV 89134 
 
Lue Bartlettôs health continues to fail.  Her 
family is looking after her. 
 
Theresa Schmutz , Lueôs granddaughter, is 
expecting her first child any day.  Itôs a girl! 

 

CLASS SCHEDULE  
 

SILVERSMITHING   - TUESDAYS  

Contact:  Frank Auerswald  

702-365-8306 
 

ART CLAY  -  TUESDAYS  

Contact:   Sharon Rogow  

702-499-0272 
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DESERT CORNER 
PEARL 

JUNE  BIRTHSTONE 

   From one of humblest of life forms, the mollusk, 

comes the pearl - a gem of unsurpassed beauty and 

elegance.  Ancient civilizations told many stories to 

explain the origin of Juneôs birthstone, such as the 

Greek belief that pearls were the hardened tears of joy 

that the goddess of love shook from her eyes as she 

was born from the sea.  According to Arab legend, 

pearls were formed when oysters were lured from the 

brains of dragons.   

 The scientific explanation for natural pearls is al-

most as mystifying as folklore.  When an irritant such 

as a small parasite or a fish lodges in the flesh of an 

oyster, mussel, or clam, a protective substance called 

ñnacreò is produced.  Over years, layer after layer of 

shimmering nacre coats the intruder, creating a lus-

trous pearl.  Natural pearls are relatively rare, so a 

process evolved in which a piece of shell or bead was 

placed inside a mollusk to stimulate the production of 

nacre.  This results in a cultured pearl, which accounts 

for about 90 per cent of the pearl industry.  Divers 

find natural pearls in the Persian Gulf as well as in the 

waters off Japan, the South Pacific Islands off North-

ern Australia, and the coasts of Panama, Venezuela, 

and California.  Most of the cultured pearl industry is 

in Japanese and Australian coastal waters.  These 

gems come in a variety of colors, from pure white, to 

pink, yellow, gray, and black.  They also come in dif-

ferent shapes and sizes.  Pearls have been a passion of 

people throughout the ages.  They have been ground 

up and used in cosmetics and as medicine to treat 

heart and stomach conditions.  Pearls are seen as a 

symbol of purity, and are often given to celebrate a 

marriage or the birth of a child.  Pearls are natureôs 

perfect gift, suitable for all ages and elegantly worn 

with everything from jeans to an evening gown.         
                           ....... from ñABOUT BIRTHSTONESò 

BUCKHORN CHOLLA  
  
 This cactus grows 
in cylinder shaped 
segments that are 
joined like linked 
sausages.  Like all 
cacti, Buckhorn 
Cholla has no true 
leaves and photosynthesizes (makes energy 
for growth) with its green stems. 
 Wrens build their nests in the branches and 
ants collect nectar from special glands at the 
joints and on the flower buds. 
 The young tips or buds can be eaten and 
were an important reserve for natives during 
severe droughts.        ........from Arizona State Parks 



DONATIONS WANTED 
For Club Workshop  

 

FOLDING CHAIRS  
 & 

  SWAMP COOLER 
 
SPACE IS FREE TO ADVERTISE HERE 

For all club members.  Just  call Editor. 
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EDITORôS NOTE   
Thank you to all who volunteered for e-mail deliv-
ery of the ñPOLISHED SLABò.  To stay within my 
budget for printing and postage, I still need more 
volunteers.   If you have internet access and 
would like to have your copy of the SLAB sent to 

you by e-mail, please contact me.      Gay 

 Phone:  645-7553 e-mail:  gayf@infionline.net 

Rob Kennedy Mary & Deana McKinstry 

Nick Martin                 Wendell & Karen Harker 

Wally Peterson Debra Roche & Chris Prise 

Kelly Parker Vincent Zebrowski 

Sandra Rich Jim & Cheleen Morgan 

Dan Porter Betty Jean Scott 

Christ Hansinger Joe & Cindy Craddock 

Jan Ellison Mary Dapprich 

Tammy Dapprich Don & Janet Knight 

JULY    BIRTHDAYS 
 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY FROM SNGMS!                                                    
(If yours was missed we donôt have it on file) 

 

Howard Abrams Robert Avery 

Clifton Garrott  Jim Jones  

Wally Peterson Ellen Reeves 

Debra Roche Dave Rogers 

Betty Watson Douglas Weems 


