
The Pleasure of Your         

Presence Is Requested                                                     

We Need You                                                     
by  Sharon Rogow 

Dates: May 31, June 1, 2, 3, 2007                                 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday  

    TIMES:                                                                                         
Thursday May 31st - 3 PM at the new shop, 1st street           

 entrance, to load and move everything needed for 

 the Intergem Show from the shop to Cashman, a 

 very short distance, and set-up at the show location.                                

Friday, June 1st  volunteers to sell minerals, promote    

 membership, run roulette wheels, help dig for 

 gems, do demos, sell raffle tickets and generally be 

 charming to the public!                                                                  

 First shift, noon to 3 PM - Second shift, 3 to 6 PM.              

Saturday, June 2nd   volunteers for the same activities. 

 First shift, 10 AM to 2 PM - Second shift, 2 to 6 PM.                             

Sunday, June 3rd    volunteers for the same activities:    

 First shift, 11 AM to 2 PM - Second shift, 2 to 5 PM.      

Sunday, June 3rd  tearing down, loading and moving 

 items back to the shop, 5 to 7 PM.  

PLACE:  CASHMAN  FIELD  

           

Additional info:  I have ordered 800 more entry cards 

and they should be here by Tuesday 5/15.  They will be 

available at the shop, at Sharon Rogowôs and possibly at 

Jack Toogoodôs place of work.  If you cannot acquire 

the cards before the show, all is not lost. You can call 

Sharonôs mobile, 499-0272, when you arrive and some-

one will come out and give you cards. Parking for work-

ers will be reimbursed as in prior shows. If we have 

enough volunteers, everyone will be able to take breaks 

and see the show. Bring  something to drink, but snacks                     
    (SHOW - continued on pg. 2)  

 

The Polished Slab 
VOLUME 67 ,  ISSUE  5         A  NEWSLE TT ER F OR ROCKHOUNDS SINCE 1940            MAY  2 007  

Presidentõs Message Published monthly by:  Southern Nevada  

                Gem and Mineral Society, Inc.  

                POB 94744 Las Vegas, Nevada 89193 

1 

  I trust that everyone enjoyed our guest 
speaker for this month as much as I did. We 
have another interesting guest speaker lined 
up for next month as well.  
  First Fridays are going well for the club 
workshop. We have had many visitors both 
times.  Art Lory was present both months and 
demonstrated his faceting skills.  Beth Jones 
demonstrated hammered copper last month 
and Cabochon making this month.  Bill     
Lemmon gave a silver smithing demonstration 
at this month's event. Several members have 
had tables out front to sell their various pro-
jects. We also have a club table to sell speci-
mens and give out info on the club. Thank you 
to those of you who have been participating. 
Next month, we will be selling geodes as well. 
 Donôt forget the upcoming show at       
Cashman. If you have not signed up already; 
call Sharon, and volunteer a little time to help 
with this fundraiser. The more volunteers we 
have the easier it is.  If you are a new member 
this is a great way to get to know everyone.  
 We also need a chairman for the awards 
banquet this year, which will be a potluck. The 
hall is already reserved so the hardest part is 
done. 
 Anyone who has not been receiving  e-mails 
from me should send me your address; I still 
donôt have all of you in the mailing list.  Don't 
forget, Art Lory will be coordinating a field trip 
to the Nevada Test Site later this year.  
 I hope to see everyone at the Gem Show 
(June 1-3), First Friday (June 1st) and the 
next meeting (June 4th).  Be well.  

   Regards, Jack Toogood  
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May Board Meeting Minutes 

RIDESHARING PROGRAM  

Anyone who needs a ride to the monthly meeting 
should call 222-1946 and we will try and arrange 
for you to be picked up.  Please call about a 
week in advance of the meeting to allow for     

arrangements to be made.                    JT  

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES  
(SHOW - continued from pg. 1) 

will be provided. There are both retail and whole-

sale dealers to visit, so be prepared!!   People who 

are demonstrating at the show can set up after 4 PM 

on Thursday.                                

 I would like to thank the many people who 

have already volunteered, however, we do need 

more for almost every shift. Please check your 

schedules and do your best to put in some time, 

even for a partial shift. Your efforts will be greatly 

appreciated. Contact Sharon at 499-0272 or at 

Sharon@beadlover.com with questions or time 

commitments for the show.  P.S. The snacks are 

different each day and you do not want to miss 

them!! 

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT 

THE SHOW!!  

 The meeting was called to order at 6:14 
PM. Present were President Jack Toogood, 
Vice President Sharon Rogow, Secretary 
Clare Breneman, Treasurer Pat Skeary,      
Directors Tom Skeary, Frank Auerswald, and 
Dick Moore. Absent was Director Larry Foutz .  
 Awards banquet is set for Dec. 9

th
 at 1PM 

at the American Legion in Henderson.  It will 
be a pot luck with a cash bar.  
 Wes Bryant bought a 55 gallon drum of 
saw oil for the workshop. Dave Finch has 
loaned us an oil pump. Jack will check on the 
pump and drum that was at the old shop.  
 First Friday was also discussed.                     
 Sharon brought up the Gem Show at 
Cashman on June 1-3.  
 Jack is asking for memorabilia to frame 
from the Las Vegas Club and Clark County 
Club to be displayed at the workshop. Meeting 
adjourned at 6:48PM. 
  ............. Submitted by Clare Breneman  

 The meeting was called to order at 7:05 
PM.  Minutes from April were read by Clare. 
Motion to approve by Dick Moore, seconded 
by Frank Auerswald.  Minutes approved as 
read.  Pat Skeary gave treasurerôs report.  
 Larry Grillett gave a report on the annual 
field trip to Burro Creek.  Priscilla Messenger 
gave the Sunshine report.  Show report by 
Sharon.  Gem Show at Cashman June 1-3.  
Parking will be reimbursed as before.  
 Workshop - More forepersons are needed.  
Call Wes Bryant. We presently have 5 people 
to open 3 days a week. Wes needs to know 
what hours most people would like to use the 
shop.   
 Jack announced the Awards Banquet will 
be Dec 9th at 1:00 PM at the American Legion 
in Henderson. A chairperson is still needed. 
Mary Beth gave the kids report and is plan-
ning a Field Trip with Doris for Saturday May 
19th.  Meet at Wheelerôs RV at 9AM. 
 REFRESHMENT BREAK at 7:45PM. 
Meeting resumed at 8:07PM. 
 Program by guest speaker Kay Rhode, 
Chief of Interpretation at Lake Mead National 
Recreation Area. Her talk was on the geology 
of the area with a slide presentation.  
 Meeting adjourned at 8:46PM.  
...............Submitted by Clare Breneman , Secretary 

BURRO CREEK 

     The Burro Creek Campout was great fun 
this year as usual although only a total of 28    
people managed to make the trip.  Thank you 
to Dave Finch and Larry Grillette  for acting 
as Field Trip guides.  Thank you to Larry       
Grillette and Al Firebaugh for being such 
good sports as well as good cooks.  And, 
thank you Clare Breneman and Mary Beth 
Paladino for making the trip to deliver the hot 
dogs, burgers and buns. 

UPCOMING  FIELD  TRIP 

Nevada Test Site  

Date to be announced. 



 This month I do not bring good news.  
Don Casey , a longtime member, has passed 
away. 
 This month I must announce the tragic 
death of Debbie Wingate from a head injury 
sustained in a fall.  Many of our members 
were at our annual Burro Creek weekend field 
trip, and were not notified until Sunday eve-
ning when Debbieôs funeral was on Monday 
afternoon.  Our club sent a lovely floral ar-
rangement with lilies and gladiolus.  Bruce, 
14-year-old Brenton, 8-year-old Serena and 
Debbieôs two sisters were really devastated.  
A large group of Bruceôs fellow firemen at-
tended Debbieôs funeral, and some of      
Brentonôs classmates also came as well as 
friends and neighbors and our club members.           
Cards and letters may be sent to:                                  
  Bruce Wingate                                                   
  5517 Coyote Falls Court                                                  
  Las Vegas, NV  89131 
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Whatôs Happening ? 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

NEVADA - CALIFORNIA - ARIZONA - UTAH      

Show Schedule 

MAY - - - - - 

26-27--BISBEE, ARIZONA : Show; City of Bis-

bee; Queen Mine Tour, 478 Dart Rd.; Sat. 9-5, 

Sun. 9-5; free admission; contact Douglas 

Graeme, 118 Arizona St., Bisbee, AZ 85603, 

(520) 432-2071  

26-27--VIRGIN VALLEY, NEVADA : 3rd an-

nual show; thegemdealer.com; Opal Negra Mine 

Millsite, Sagebrush Creek Rd.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-

5; free admission; field trip Mon.; contact Scott 

Ryals, P.O. Box 2543, Port Angeles, WA 98362, 

(800) 803-7601 

JUNE - - - - - 

1-3 LAS  VEGAS, NV:  Intergem Show           

SMGMS booth; Cashman Field; Contact: Sharon 

702-656-1144 

8-9--PRICE, UTAH : 1st annual show; Castle 

Country Rock, Fossil & Mineral Club; College of 

Eastern Utah, Student Center, 526 North 300 East; 

Fri. 12-7, Sat. 10-7; free admission; rocks, fossils, 

minerals, jewelry, stone etchings, metal detectors, 

equipment, displays, demonstrations, door prizes; 

contact Patrick Braun, P.O. Box 236, Ferron, UT 

84523, (435) 384-2211 

15-17--CFMS SHOW 
Palmdale Gem & Mineral Club  

Celebrates "50 Years of Rock 'n Gems"  

Hosts of the  

California Federation of Mineralogical Societies  

Tri State Convention  

Antelope Valley Fairgrounds  

Lancaster, California Hwy 14 Exit Ave. H  

9:00 am to 5:00 Daily  

SNGMS booth and display 

KIDS CLUB  -  Pebble Pups                           

Kids club meetings are held at my home at    

3740 Moss Ridge Court.  Call for directions.           

702-255-1647            é.. Mary Beth Paladino 

Our next meeting is June 4th at 7pm             

at the Senior Center on Bonanza    

Avenue.  If your birthday is in June,   

please bring goodies for the               

refreshment table. 

OTHER SHOWS MAY BE FOUND ON THE  

ROCK & GEM WEBSITE 

LAS VEGAS ARTS DISTRICT 
FIRST FRIDAY 

 
JUNE 1 

 
BOOTHS  AVAILABLE 



David Ortele Ben Shaw 

Joe Dodd John Riley 

Petra Capps Andrew Craig 

Daniel Kuhn Sandra Kuhn 

Martha D. Wright Mary McKinspry 

Marlene Imel Earl Imel 

 The Ancient Egyptians mined Emeralds in the east-
ern desert region 2,000 years before Cleopatraôs birth, brav-
ing extreme heat, scorpions and snakes to search for these 
beautiful crystals.  During Cleopatraôs reign, she claimed the 
Emerald mines as her own, as this was her favorite gem.  
She often wore lavish Emerald jewelry, and it is said that 
she bestowed visiting dignitaries with large Emeralds carved 
with her own likeness when they departed Egypt.                                                            
 Colombia is the source of the most prized Emerald 
specimens.  Other sources include Brazil, Pakistan, Russia, 
Zimbabwe, Afghanistan, Nigeria, Russia, and Madagascar.                                     
 The Emerald is a member of the beryl family of min-
erals.  The green crystals grow slowly within metamorphic 
rocks and ore restricted in size by the rock, making large 
Emeralds rare and costly.  Although this gemstone is rela-
tively hard and durable, it must be protected from blows be-
cause the inclusions found within make it susceptible to 
breaking.                                                                    
 Some people believe that wearing an Emerald 
brings wisdom, growth, and patience.  And as any couple in 
a long-term relationship would agree, all of these qualities 
are essential for a successful and lasting love.  This may 
explain why a gift of Emerald for an anniversary - or anytime 
- is considered symbolic of love and fidelity. 
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WELCOME   NEW   MEMBERS 
       

 

EMERALD 
MAY  BIRTHSTONE 

..............From ñAbout Birthstonesò 

Frank Auerswald Candi Faust 

Dave Finch Mel Golubic 

Pat Grillett Gail Seidner 

Ann Pollick Jim Switalla 

Martha D. Wright  Floyd Womble 

JUNE   BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FROM SNGMS!                                                    
(If yours was missed we donôt have it on file) 
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AVAILABLE  NOW   
All of  the 2006 ñPolished  Slabò issues are avail-
able on CD ROM in PDF format.  They are $5 
each.  Call Jack at 510-4192 or send a check 
payable to SNGMS.  Please indicate ñNewsletter  
CDò on your  check. 

DESERT CORNER 

Cactus Wren 

  The Cactus Wren is 

the largest wren in 

America - about 7 

inches long.  It is for-

ever on the run, pok-

ing and pecking into 

every crack and crev-

ice, looking for in-

sects, spiders and lar-

vae.  The male and female look alike and 

are dark brown with spots and streaks of 

white and black.  Their undersides are tan 

with brownish spots.  The tops of their heads 

are dark brown and a white stripe runs 

along the sides over the eves.    The Cholla 

cactus, with its many sharp, prickly thorns, 

is the Wrenõs favorite nesting place.  The 

nest is built of twigs, grass and feathers 

deep among the Chollaõs spiney branches.  

It has a small opening with a tunnel leading 

to the larger nesting area.  òDecoyó nests 

are also bui.lt to lure away predators.  The 

male often sits atop a high place, singing 

and chirping to advertise his ownership of 

the area.     ..............from òDesert Wildlife of the Southwestó 

       ATTENTION  ALL  MEMBERS               
We are looking for shop Foremen to help run 
the workshop.  If you are qualified or would like 
to be qualified.  

Please call Wes Bryant 228-3331. 


