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        I would like to say Thank You to everyone
who was able to attend our February meeting; we
almost had a full house. I hope that everyone
enjoyed Ron Holman’s presentation on the spiri-
tual qualities of minerals. I thought he was one of
the best speakers we have had in awhile. I talked
to him a little after the meeting was over and he
said he would come back to give a workshop if we
had enough people who were interested in attend-
ing. If anyone has any ideas for future programs,
please let me know. We will be having another
silent auction again later this year, and another
Show & Tell will be featured for November.
        I trust that everyone who was able to make it
to Quartzsite this year, had a good time and found
a few good deals. I would like  to have had a little
more time for shopping. I did manage (with a little
help from Lynn Manthey) to connect with Louie,
our geode supplier for the last several years. We
now have another 200 pounds of large geodes to
sell. We were almost out, after the last show, as
they are usually our biggest money maker. The
Saturday night potluck was also a most enjoyable
time. This old club tradition is always a good time.
This year we had about twenty or so of us gath-
ered around the campfire for dinner. Dave Finch
and his faithful canine, Rascal. Nancy Tatom, Lee
Turner, Lynn Manthey, Mel Golubic, Al Firebaugh,
Wes and Simy Bryant, Past President Diane
Burgess, Tano and Shirley Scigiliano, Past Presi-
dent Frank Rowley and Anna from Napa were
among the happy campers. Past President Bob
Heim and wife Barbara from Yuba City were there
earlier but had to leave before dinner. Past mem-
bers Forrest Van Dyke and Gerri Byrd also
dropped by to say hello. They moved to Idaho
several years ago and now reside in Quartzsite.
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Everyone got plenty of good food to eat and
by about 8:30, I think all had retired for the
night. Be sure and put this on your calendar
for next year, it’s one event that shouldn’t be
missed.
     If you haven’t already heard, we should be
able to start moving into our workshop this
month. The location has changed to 1025 S.
Main St; a larger and nicer facility for the
same price, and is located just behind the
Arts Factory in the heart of the Arts District.
We will also be right in the middle of the
“First Friday” action. I would like to plan on
participating in the March 2nd First Friday
event, if possible, and for sure the April 6th
First Friday. We will need to set up a few
display cases, have membership information,
mineral sales, and of course geodes. This
could turn out to be the biggest promotional
event our club has ever put on. It happens
every month and all we need are volunteers.
New members, don’t be bashful, this is the
best way to meet everyone. Call me or any
board member if you are able to help. That’s
about all for now. I hope to see all of you at
the March 5th meeting.  Be well.
                    Respectfully,  �����������	
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 If the sparkling purple depths of an Amethyst suffuses
you with a sense of powerful well being, this is only to
be expected. The ancient Greeks believed that this
gemstone held many powers, among them protection
against intoxication. In fact, the word Amethyst comes
from the Greek word "amethystos," meaning sober. In
ancient Greece, the gemstone was associated with the
god of wine, and it was common practice to serve this
beverage from Amethyst goblets in the belief that this
would prevent overindulgence. Even today, Amethyst
is considered a stabilizing force for those struggling to
overcome addictive behaviors.
February's purple birthstone has been found among the
possessions of royalty throughout the ages. The intense
violet hue of Amethyst appealed to early monarchs,
perhaps because they often wore this color. Purple dye
was scarce and expensive at one time, and so it was
reserved for the garments of kings and queens.
Amethyst has been found in ruins dating as far back as
the ninth century, adorning crowns, scepters, jewelry,
and breastplates worn into battle. A large Amethyst is
among the closely guarded gemstones in the British
Crown Jewels. ...........continued above...
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Beads Books Jewelry Accessories
Senior & Clubmember Discounts

Free Classes

Amethyst is also symbolic of spirituality and
piety. It has been used to ornament churches and
crosses used in religious ceremony, and worn in rings
and on rosaries by bishops and priests.
Once considered more valuable than diamonds,
Amethyst is a member of the quartz family, occurring
naturally as crystals within rocks. Deposits of this gem-
stone are found in Brazil, Canada, Australia, India,
Madagascar, Namibia, Russia, Sri Lanka; and in the
United States.
The gift of Amethyst is symbolic of protection and the
power to overcome difficulty. It is said to strengthen the
bond in a love relationship, so it is an ideal anniversary
or engagement gem. Whether or not Amethyst holds
such power, it's stunning beauty will certainly make
anyone who wears it feel like royalty!

...................................from About Birthstones
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The February meeting was called to order at
6:19PM Present were President Jack Toogood, Sec-
retary Clare Breneman, Directors Tom Skeary,
Frank Auerswald, and Dick Moore. Absent were
Vice President Sharon Rogow, Treasurer Pat
Skeary, and Directors Larry Foutz and Dave Rogers.
Old business. The workshop status was discussed.
Geodes were purchased at Quartzsite. The bylaws
committee has not been able to get together yet.
Clare volunteered to join the committee. No new
business. Meeting adjourned at 6:45PM
   ................................submitted by Clare Breneman
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Goes out to Diane Burgess for her generous
donation of rocks and minerals to the club.
You will start seeing them soon on a raffle

table near you. Thanks, Diane!..... ���� PREZ
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Our sincere sympathies go out to Mary
Beth Paladino and her children on the
sudden death of her husband Bernard.
Some club members were able to attend

the funeral and flowers were sent on behalf of the
club. The service included tributes from many family
members.
    Larry Grillett’s father passed away in January in
Louisiana. It was a second blow to his mother Pat,
who lost her home companion in December. Our
condolences to the family.
    Bruce Wingate’s wife, Debbie, was hospitalized
for two weeks with complications from pneumonia.
She is now at a rehab center. Call me for the address
of the Wingate’s new home if you wish to send a get
well message to the family.
   Clare Breneman was able to bring her husband,
Mark, home from the Veteran’s Hospital for 4 days
while their son was visiting from New York.

Call me if you need addresses or phone numbers.
                                                 by   Priscilla
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KIDS CLUB - Pebble Pups
Kids club meetings are held at my home at 3740
Moss Ridge Court.    Call for directions. 702-255-
1647   ...... Mary Beth Paladino
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 BRAND NEW / NEVER USED / STILL IN BOX
Rectifier for Gold, Silver or Brass electroplating.
Dual voltage. Made by PEPPET TOOLS. $360
cost new / will take $250. LUIGI LOPRESTO  -
call 565-3533 mornings or evenings after 6PM

USED EQUIPMENT - must sell
18” slab saw $1695  6” trim saw combo $165
1 gal rotary tumbler $215       10” slab saw $455
wet /dry grinder $125        Vigor 1/4hp arbor  $195
    call BOB HEIM at 530-822-5678 anytime

SPACE IS FREE TO ADVERTISE HERE
for all clubmembers. Just call the Editor.
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Tom Gergits                     Roland Parsons
Diane Hale                      Florence Turner
Michael Hardison                   Lorna Metz
Jim Eagan                           Corinne Silvia
Tano Scigiliano                 Melinda Cohen
Helen Cervantes                   Lisa Tyndall
Joan Garrott                   Phyllis Perlongo
Al Firebaugh            Kathleen Watanabe

     HAPPY BIRTHDAY FROM SNGMS !
         (If yours was missed we don’t have it on file)
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Beads * Findings * Crafts * Accessories

4750 W. Sahara, Suite 13  (in the Sahara Pavilion)
Las Vegas, Nevada 89102  702-259-6100

www.beadsplus.com

Mon-Sat 10-6  Sun 12-5

Free Classes Daily  11-1:30
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    Dues expire each year on December 31st  Members joining in Oct, Nov, Dec are good for the following year.
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
The February meeting was called to order at 7:00PM.
The minutes from the January meeting were read by
Secretary Clare Breneman. Frank Auerswald moved to
accept the minutes as read and Erica Hamilton  sec-
onded the motion. Jack gave the Treasurer’s report.
Website report by Jack. All members with computers
please send Jack your eMail address. Field Trip  Re-
port; Bill Lemmon will lead a field trip to Black Rock
Road on Saturday the 10th. Meet at Apex exit on I-15
at 7 AM. Four wheel drive not required. In March a
field trip is to be led by Cliff Jackson to Yermo for
Jasper, Agate and petrified palm. More details at
March meeting or call Cliff at 292-7938. The Sun-
shine report was given by Priscilla. Kid’s report by
Mary Beth. Kids meeting Feb 16th at her home. Hats
will be purchased by the club.
Old business. Jack talked about Quartzsite and said
he brought back 200 pounds of large geodes for the
club. Talked about the Quartzsite Saturday night
potluck. He stopped at Cloud’s Jamboree at Avi on
Sunday afternoon and said things were slow there. The
workshop status report was given by Jack. Original
location has been canceled in favor of a bigger, better
facilty in a better location for the same rent. We should
be in by the first of March.
No new business.    Break was called at 7:30PM.
Meeting resumed at 7:50. Guest speaker was Dr. Ron
Holman. His talk was about the energy and spiritual
qualities of gems and minerals. The meeting was ad-
journed at 8:43PM.
   ............................submitted by    Clare Breneman

20% discount to
SNGMS members

      1550 HORIZON RIDGE PARKWAY   SUITE G
HENDERSON, NV  89012   10AM-6PM EVERYDAY
PHONE: 702 432-2323             FAX: 702 263-3750

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR CLASS INFORMATION
WWW.BEADJUNGLE.COM

  1616  Las Vegas Blvd #140  Las Vegas NV  89104
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        UNIQUE BEADS
           SUPPLIES
       FREE CLASSES
      xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
  SNGMS - 15% Discount with
   your club membership card
    xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
   Mon-Sat 10-6 Sun 11-5
     9420 W SAHARA  #107
        LAS VEGAS NV  89117
             702-220-3424

RIDESHARING PROGRAM
Anyone who needs a ride to the monthly meeting
should call 222-1946 and we will try and arrange for
you to be picked up. Please call about a week in
advance of the meeting to allow for arrangements to
be made.                             ��
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WELCOME  NEW  MEMBERS
Walter Kinney               Esther Kinney
Jeff Meckley                Andrea Meckley

Jim Cannell                         Dixie Cannell

WELCOME BACK RETURNING MEMBER
Florence Turner
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I am compiling an e-mail list for those of you
who are computerized. Please send me your

email address.  vegasbmw@hotmail.com

JIM GROTHUESMANN
SNGMS member

EDITOR’S NOTE ... It is with mixed emotions that
this is my last issue of the “SLAB”, as editor. It is
time to hand over the controls to Gay Fyfe. She will
be taking over as Editor, with the March issue. I need
more time to focus on our long overdue workshop.
The workshop will be a big asset to the club’s future
and full of possibilities. Thanks for your support. 

as always, Jack
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SECOND TIME AROUND , OUR PAST ...................    from Feb 1968 Polished Slab

Courtesy of Bruno & Phyllis Syzdek ; Our Club Historians
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Elected Officer Name Phone

President Jack Toogood 222-1946

Vice president Sharon Rogow 656-1144

Secretary Clare Breneman 452-0175

Treasurer Pat Skeary 459-2649

One Year Board Tom Skeary 459-2649

Volunteer
Chairpersons

Parliamentarian /Sgt
at Arms

Craig Edmonds 838-0012

Editor Gay Fyfe

Webmaster Jack Toogood 510-4192

Website Liaison Carolyn Edmonds 838-0012

Federation Director Carolyn Chervenak 274-2867

Show Chairman Sharon Rogow 656-1144

Hospitality Carolyn Chervenak 274-2867

Historian Bruno & Phyllis Syzdek 876-3861

Financial Planner George Messenger 733-6578

Awards Banquet

Elected Officer Name Phone

One Year Board Dick Moore 459-1208

Two Year Board Larry Foutz 896-7757

Three Year Board Frank Auerswald 365-8306

Volunteer
Chairpersons

Refreshments Sue Lofaro 614-4351

Door Prizes Mary Beth Paladino 255-1647

Sunshine Priscilla Messenger 733-6578

Inventory

Publicity Erica Hamilton 364-1400

Program Director Mary Beth Paladino 255-1647

Class Coordinator Frank Auerswald 365-8306

General Foreman Wes Bryant

Shop Foreman

Shop Foreman

Shop Foreman
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MAIL IN OR TURN IN AT THE MEETING

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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First month free for club members. Ads must be paid prior
to publication. Make checks payable to Southern Nevada
Gem and Mineral Society.  Mail to: SNGMS / attn: Editor

     P.O. Box 94744
     Las Vegas, NV 89193

Polished Slab Advertising Rates

Ad Size Six Months Yearly

2” x 3.5” Business Card $ 18 $ 30

4.25” x 5.5” Quarter Page $ 48 $ 90

5.5” x 8” Half Page $ 90 $ 170

11” x 8” Full Page $ 150 $ 275
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