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  Thank you to all of you who were able to attend
the September meeting. Thank you to Doris for a
most entertaining program of Rock Bingo. It was a
little confusing at first, but I think it was a lot of fun.
As the  year begins to wind down it is time to start
thinking about next year’s Board of Directors. The
October meeting will be time to start nominating
candidates for the 2007 board. In the next few
days or so I will be appointing a Nominating Com-
mittee Chairman. That person is responsible for
selecting two other members to serve on the com-
mittee and select a slate of candidates to be
presented at the October general meeting. Our
scheduled guest speaker for October is a Profes-
sor from the UNLV Geology Department. With our
unusual local geological features, this should be a
very interesting program.
  At the November meeting we will have our annual
election of officers. We will have a “show and tell”
night for our November program. Everyone is in-
vited to bring their crafts, collections, or projects
either to sell or just to display. Also in the planning
stage is a Barbecue/Field Trip at the Ore Car
Mine.
  Our trip is still pending to explore the caves and
mine at Kokoweef. The search for the “Lost River
of Gold” is still underway. Presently they are ac-
tively drilling and blasting. Call me to get on the list
if you are interested in this field trip, as it might be
a very short notice when they are ready for us to
come out.
  Any late breaking news on the workshop will be
posted on the website. Stay well and I hope to see
all of you at the October 2nd meeting.
                        Respectfully,  �����������	
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Sept 23rd, 2006 is officially the first day of
Autumn here in the northern hemisphere.
We experience equal hours of darkness
and daylight on this day. Then; as Winter
approaches, the days become shorter and
nights become longer. Traditionally, this is
harvest time, and celebrated by many cul-
tures around the world. A time for gathering
of the crops, preparing for Winter and also
a time of thanks. Best of all; it marks the end
of summer for those of us who live here in
the desert.
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*  Thank You  *
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  The September board meeting was called to
order at 6:25 PM. Board members present
were; President Jack Toogood, Vice President
Sharon Rogow, Secretary Clare Breneman,
Treasurer Pat Skeary, Board members Tom
Skeary, Dave Rogers and Larry Foutz. Absent
was Frank Auerswald. Workshop status: it will
probably another month before the workshop is
ready.  A work party will be needed to sort
through the storage trailers and prepare for the
workshop setup. Saturday, Sept 23rd at 8AM is
set as the date. The subject of by-laws was
brought up. The board will review them for any
needed revisions. The bylaws will be included
in an upcoming new member handbook, and
they will also be posted on the website. A BBQ
will be planned for November at the ore car
mine. Sharon said the Gem Show is scheduled
for December 1,2, and 3 at Cashman Field.
Board approved expenditure of $100 for rocks,
fossils, and extra small geodes to be sold by
club. Meeting adjourned 6:55 PM.
    submitted by ...........Clare Breneman, Secretary

    The striking deep blue of a high quality sapphire is
reminiscent of a cloudless night sky. Ancient civiliza-
tions believed that the world was set upon an enormous
sapphire, which painted the sky blue with its reflection.
This legend, as well as the belief that the ten command-
ments were inscribed upon tablets made of sapphire,
gives September’s birthstone a royal place among gem-
stones. Named after the Greek word “sapphirus”,
meaning blue, Sapphires have long been a favorite
among priests and kings, who considered them sym-
bolic of wisdom and purity. These gemstones are
prominent among the British Crown Jewels, and Prince
Charles chose this as the engagement stone for his
fiancee, Princess Diana. In ancient times, Sapphires
were thought to be protective against envy, and even
against poisoning. A common belief was that a ven-
omous snake placed in a sapphire container would
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www.desertoutfitters.com
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Beads Books Jewelry Accessories
Senior & Clubmember Discounts

Free Classes

rapidly die. Ground to a powder, the blue stone was
believed to cure illness and stregthen eysight. Sapphire
is a variety of the mineral corundum, second only to the
Diamond in hardness. Corundum is found in every color
of the rainbow, with red being designated as ruby and all
other hues Sapphire. The most prized color is a rich,
deep blue. The are found in Sri Lanka, Kashmir, Thai-
land, Australia, Nigeria, Kenya, Tanzania, China, Mada-
gascar, and the United States. Large specimens are rare,
although the 563 carat Star Of India can be seen at the
American Museum of Natural History. This is the
largest and most famous of star sapphires, which are cut
to reflect light from inclusions within the stone, reveal-
ing a bright six-legged star pattern. A gift of sapphire
represents sincerity and faithfulness.
                                  ....from    ABOUT BIRTHSTONES
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Roy Beeson fell at home and hit his head. He is now
recovering at a therapy center and progressing well.
Please let Judy Auerswald know you are thinking of
her in her latest hospital bout.
Beth Jones knee replacement surgery was success-
ful. She has been to California to visit her daughter
and was able to attend her family reunion in Arizona.

Call me if anyone needs an address or phone number
to send greetings to anyone. 733-6578  Priscilla
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KIDS CLUB - Pebble Pups
 October. Kids meeting will be at my home at 3740
Moss Ridge Court.  Call for directions. 702-255-
1647   ...... Mary Beth Paladino
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Goodsprings

In 1886, Mormon miners from Utah built the first
houses in the town of Goodsprings, NV. Named
after an early prospector, John Good, it was here
that a bonanza was to be found. Cool clear water,
and rich precious ores. Water has an important part
in mining, and where water was pure and abundant,
the mining camps flourished. In a very short period
Goodsprings took on all aspects of a full-fledged
boomtown. The Yellow Pine was the largest of all
the mines and supported most of the town’s popula-
tion. Gold was the richest and most predominant
ore in the workings, but there were also many other
minerals extracted from the deep shafts. Lead and
zinc were mined as well as many copper deposits.
Today, the mine dumps still contain brightly colored
ore. At the Monte Carlo Mine is an abundance of
pure white smithsonite. The Christmas Mine con-
tains fluorescent calcite while at the Lincoln and Bill
Nye mines, vanadium crystals are abundant. More
than forty types of fossils have been
.                              .................................................continued on Page 4

JIM GROTHUESMANN
SNGMS member
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
The September 11th meeting was called to order at
7:17 PM by President Jack Toogood.
 Clare Breneman read the minutes of the August meet-
ing. One correction made; Howard Abrams was our
guest speaker for August, not Rick Kasky. Motion to
approve minutes as corrected by Tom Skeary, second
by Luigi Lopresto. Pat Skeary gave the Treasurer’s re-
port. Mary Beth gave the kids report. She read a thank
you note from Parson Elementary School for rock bags
donated by the club. Next kids club will meet on Sept
29th and Oct 1st, working on a field trip merit badge.
Next month our scheduled speaker will be a professor
from the UNLV Geology department.
Show Report - Sharon said Gem Show is scheduled for
Dec 1,2, & 3 at Cashman Field. Help will be needed
and we have free tickets to be given out.
Shop report - workshop is still another month away.
Priscilla Messenger gave Sunshine report: Roy Beeson
is in the hospital. Judy Auerswald is also in the hospital.
Awards Banquet report - Tickets will be available in
October. Pat Skeary is accepting reservations. Clare
still needs donations for door prizes, and Chinese Auc-
tion.
 Old business: After President read Article 9, Section
3, paragraph C of the bylaws regarding Life Member-
ship; Life Membership Nominee Doris Currington was
voted in unanimously by the general membership.
Work party Sat 8AM, Sept 23rd at the storage trailers,
all are invited. November BBQ at the Ore Car Mine.
 New business: None brought up.
 Break at 7:45 PM for refreshments.  Program - Doris
Currington rock bingo.  Announcements. Silversmith
class will be Oct 3rd.  Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM
Submitted by ..............Clare Breneman , Secretary
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Beads * Findings * Crafts * Accessories

4750 W. Sahara, Suite 13  (in the Sahara Pavilion)
Las Vegas, Nevada 89102  702-259-6100

www.beadsplus.com

Mon-Sat 10-6  Sun 12-5

Free Classes Daily  11-1:30

   WE’VE MOVED: TO 1616  LAS VEGAS BLVD

.............................................................continued     from Page 3

 identified in the area. The Red Cloud and Copper
Chief mines are rich in cinnabar and cobalt, as are
several other nearby claims. In its heyday, there were
twenty-five producing mines in the area. The Key-
stone Mine was credited with being the oldest. Some
mines are still being worked, so if you visit the area,
be sure to respect any “No Trespassing” signs. To
the north of Goodsprings, near the Potosi Moun-
tains, an old rock formation can be explored. It is
stratified sandstone that is overlain by limestone. At
one time this red and yellow rock was quarried and
sold as flagstone, but because of its softness and
tendency to crumble, all work soon ceased in the
quarry. A visit to the town of Goodsprings is a trip
into the past. Many of the original homes and build-
ings remain unchanged. Little has changed since the
town’s boom days. The old hotel was lost to fire, but
most of the landmarks are still standing. The post
office deserves special attention as does the entire
area of this once famed Nevada mining town. Past
the mines lies Sandy Valley, formerly called Ripley.
During the Goodsprings boom, Sandy was publi-
cized as a real estate “find.” Wagon loads of specula-
tors were brought in from LA to look over the land
and view town plot maps. A major real estate specta-
cle with a carnival atmosphere. The show ended
abruptly and today the only building of any size still
standing is the Sandy Mill, a broken remnant of past
glory days. Today Sandy Valley is growing rapidly,
not because of rich ore, but because of those who
want to escape from the rush of city living. Old and
new, deserted or booming, a trip to Goodsprings and
Sandy Valley is an extraordinary one, even for those
who prefer to see the sights from their car window.
Take I-15 south to Jean, go west on SR161 to
Goodsprings.
       ...................excerpted from “OUT FROM LAS VEGAS”
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Ernest Avery              Angie Cervantes

Beth Jones                   Linda Lobel
Freda Lofftus                     Art Lory

Lynn Manthey             Richard Moore
Ed Rupprecht             Mark Sgamboto

Lue Bartlett

     HAPPY BIRTHDAY FROM SNGMS !
         (If yours was missed we don’t have it on file)
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        UNIQUE BEADS
           SUPPLIES
       FREE CLASSES
      xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
  SNGMS - 15% Discount with
   your club membership card
    xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
   Mon-Sat 10-6 Sun 11-5
     9420 W SAHARA  #107
        LAS VEGAS NV  89117
             702-220-3424

RIDESHARING PROGRAM
Anyone who would like a ride to the monthly meet-
ing should call 222-1946 and we will try and arrange
for you to be picked up. Please call about a week in
advance of the meeting to allow for arrangements to
be made.
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THEY HELP SUPPORT US

INTERGEM SHOW DEC 1, 2, 3
Club Fund Raiser

Volunteers needed to sign up now if we are going to
do this show this year. If we don’t get enough vol-
unteers we will not be doing this show. Call Show
Chairman Sharon Rogow if you can support our

club for this event. It’s at Cashman Field this year so
parking is easier. Now is your chance to support our

club. Don’t just sit back and watch. Participate!
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NOTHING AT THIS TIME

Club Members only - call the Editor to place a free ad here

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWEST
LIFE MEMBER , DORIS CURRINGTON
THANK YOU FOR YOUR MANY YEARS

OF SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY
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SECOND TIME AROUND , OUR PAST from Sept. 1969 LAS VEGAS GEM CLUB - GEM TIME

                     Courtesy of Bruno & Phyllis Syzdek ; Our Club Historians
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Elected Officer Name Phone

President Jack Toogood 222-1946

Vice president Sharon Rogow 656-1144

Secretary Clare Breneman 452-0175

Treasurer Pat Skeary 459-2649

One Year Board Frank Auerswald 365-8306

Volunteer
Chairpersons

Parliamentarian /Sgt
at Arms

Craig Edmonds 838-0012

Editor Jack Toogood 222-1946

Webmaster Theresa Bower 837-0522

Website Liason Carolyn Edmonds 838-0012

Federation Director Carolyn Chervenak 274-2867

Show Chairman Sharon Rogow 656-1144

Hospitality Carolyn Chervenak 274-2867

Historian Bruno & Phylis Syzdek 876-3861

Financial Planner George Messenger 733-6578

Awards Banquet Nancy Tatom

Elected Officer Name Phone

One Year Board David Rogers 260-6344

Two Year Board Tom Skeary 459-2649

Three Year Board Larry Foutz 896-7757

Field Trip Chair OPEN

Volunteer
Chairpersons

Refreshments

Door Prizes Mary Beth Paladino 255-1647

Inventory

Sunshine Priscilla Messenger 733-6578

Publicity Erica Hamilton 364-1400

Program Director Mary Beth Paladino 255-1647

Class Coordinator Frank Auerswald 365-8306

General Foreman Wes Bryant

Shop Foreman Carl Fields

Shop Foreman
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MAIL IN OR TURN IN AT THE MEETING

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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First month free for club members. Ads must be paid prior
to publication. Make checks payable to Southern Nevada
Gem and Mineral Society.  Mail to: SNGMS / attn: Editor

     P.O. Box 94744
     Las Vegas, NV 89193

Polished Slab Advertising Rates

Ad Size Six Months Yearly

2” x 3.5” Business Card $ 18 $ 30

4.25” x 5.5” Quarter Page $ 48 $ 90

5.5” x 8” Half Page $ 90 $ 170

11” x 8” Full Page $ 150 $ 275


